
Yes to a Private Tree 
Preservation Bylaw

Edmonton River Valley Conservation Coalition



• “Edmonton’s trees represent an irreplaceable asset.”

• “Unlike other municipal infrastructure, trees increase 
in value over time.”

• “The urban forest…makes a quantifiable contribution 
to the long-term livability of our city.”



Trees…

•mitigate climate change

•clean the air 

•cool the city

•help prevent drought and flooding 

•provide food and habitat for wildlife

•contribute to our physical and mental health

•beautify our city 

We can’t afford not to protect them. 









Edmontonians support a private tree bylaw



Tree preservation 
bylaw…
• Requires a permit for cutting

• Forces a pause and awareness

• Ensures monetary value for trees

• Creates a standard of tree preservation

• Enables public education

• Requires 2:1 or 3:1 replacement

• All the above = incentive to preserve 
trees

• Permit can cover enforcement 



“The truth is that high 
urban density and 
abundant housing are 
entirely compatible with a 
lush tree canopy. And not 
just with creating one from 
scratch. We can and should 
retain existing trees that 
are valuable in terms of 
the ecosystem services 
they provide: shade, 
beauty, clean air, erosion 
control, birdsong.” 





Mature trees benefit neighbourhoods + 
developers





Retrofitting
• Finally, Edmonton needs to take an honest 

look at its approach to density. As other 
cities move to retrofit first, Edmonton is 
following an unsustainable, unaffordable 
path .



Tree protection ensures good design
• In 2021, the world’s top architecture prize went to 

French architects who constructed a home without 
cutting any of the 46 trees on the lot. 

• Here in Edmonton, the Sundance Co-Op in Edmonton 
was constructed within mature trees, and a recent 
retrofit maintained them.


