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Attachment 3

Title of resolution: Provincial Support for Downtowns, Business Districts and
Mainstreets

Moved by: City of Edmonton
Seconded by: TBC

WHEREAS downtowns, business districts andmainstreets serve as community hubs where
residents and visitors can gather to celebrate, build community, share ideas, learn, trade and
innovate, and are often the first and lasting impression of municipalities;

WHEREAS downtowns, business districts andmainstreets support a municipality’s ability to
attract, retain and grow economic investment;

WHEREAS vibrant, attractive, welcoming, safe, and economically diverse downtowns,
business districts andmainstreets support the Government of Alberta’s ongoing efforts to
attract new residents and economic activity to Alberta;

WHEREAS downtowns, business districts andmainstreets were, and continue to be, some
of themost impacted areas stemming from the negative economic effects of COVID-19
such as the loss of residents, workers, businesses, and visitors, and the increase and
concentration of social disorder;

WHEREASmunicipalities require partnerships with, and support from, other orders of
government to revitalize and ensure the ongoing vitality of these strategically important
areas of communities throughout Alberta;

WHEREAS the Government of Alberta has recognized the importance and prominence of
downtowns, business districts andmainstreets through the release of the Calgary Office
Revitalization and Expansion (CORE) and the EdmontonMetropolitan Region Economic
Recovery (EMRER) reports.

IT IS THEREFORERESOLVEDTHATAlberta Municipalities advocate to the Government of
Alberta and the Government of Canada to increase their financial commitment to
supporting the recovery and ongoing vitality efforts for the downtowns, business districts,
andmain streets of communities throughout Alberta.
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BACKGROUND:
Downtowns, business districts andmainstreets are the focal point of businesses, retail,
tourism, and the hospitality industry in communities of all scales.

These areas within communities throughout Alberta contribute greatly to Alberta’s
economy and are areas in which jobs are often concentrated. Furthermore, these areas
exert a strong influence on how a community is perceived, in turn impacts the attraction of
tourism, investment, workers, students, visitors, and new residents to a community.

These issues are not just big city issues, but can be seen in communities throughout Alberta
as the downtowns of mid-sized cities and themainstreets of all communities have suffered
from the negative economic effects stemming from COVID-19.

Alberta’s municipalities and the Government of Alberta have a shared interest and
responsibility to ensure these strategic areas within communities throughout Alberta can
thrive and be utilized as an incentive to new residents and investment to Alberta. These
areas within communities throughout Alberta have and will continue to play a critical role in
our ability to attract and retain investment, grow our tourism industry, and contribute to the
reputation of Alberta as a place to call home.
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