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Our free quarterly newspaper is a strong vehicle to build connectivity between
surrounding neighborhoods and the commercial main street of SPR, which will
develop as a node and corridor for future business development and activities.

Delivered by direct mail to over 9500 residential addresses in the BIA's
boundaries, we are ensuring our message is reaching local residents.

An increased business focus in 2022 included more stories and features of local
members and the unique challenges they face.

As an advertising mechanism, SPANN allows businesses to connect with
residents at their kitchen table, while offering unique savings

In sum, SPANN is a community-building mechanism that connects residents,
business, and community leagues together

Foster A Healthy & Connected Community of Business Owners

SPANN - The Stony Plain (Road) and Area News Network
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SPRBA maintains a social media presence of both SPRBA and our publication
SPANN on Meta platforms (Facebook / Instagram / Messenger), Twitter, and
LinkedIn (SPRBA only).

With the easing of COVID-19 Restrictions, 2022 represented a challenging year in
terms of engaging an audience whose own attention spans and focus shifted
dramatically from one of isolation to reintegration with their community. 

Facebook 2022: 739 profile visits (39%+), 953 followers (108 new, 13%+ growth),

Instagram 2022: 1189 profile visits (1%+), 1329 followers (168 new, 14%+ growth)

While our Facebook reach dipped by approximately 34%- at 43,968, our
Instagram reach increased by 130% at 17,287.

Our first year of advertising (approx $1300) reached an additional 41,159
persons based on proximity to Stony Plain Road, versus following or liking our
social media profiles, ensuring our messaging is reaching new audiences.

Growth on Twitter and LinkedIn was minimal, with internal concern growing
regarding the longer term viability and social acceptance of the Twitter platform
in its current ownership direction.

General content creation focused on local Business Features, images of the area,
local events and happenings, and LRT construction notices.

Our "12 Days of Holiday" winter event on Instagram linked participating
businesses with new online customers via prize raffles. Business participation
was positive, with an average of 40 new Instagram followers for each participant.

Foster A Healthy & Connected Community of Business Owners

Social Media
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The "Young Giant" was a term used for Canada in
the 1960's during rapid industrial and urban
expansion. This larger than life mascot promoted
the Town of Jasper Places' late night and weekend
shopping as attractions, and to emphasize the
town as a vibrant place to live and start a family.
SPRBA recognizes the unique opportunity to
reintroduce the Young Giant at a time of particular
evolution and renewal.

Local Area Marketing - branding the neighborhood
while narrowing in on our immediate local
audience

A shared local currency in the form of a $3
voucher, accepted by participating businesses and
reimbursed by the SPRBA!

We've created a unique localized community
currency for independent businesses and national
chains located directly within SPRBA boundaries. 

The Young Giant - Our Unique Local Mascot

       He represents the spirit and vibrancy of the local  
       community and reflects Stony Plain Road's unique  
       history, while offering local businesses a fun, 
       friendly, and commonly-shared mascot.

Young Giant Big Bucks!

YoungYoungYoung
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PAIG
NGiantGiantGiant
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SPR Litter Crew, working in partnership with The Mustard Seed, provided
temporary hourly work to individuals living in poverty and access to community
supports. These individuals - 63 unique participants provided 948 collective
hours and removed 325 bags of litter from our streets, reported 311 issues, safely
disposed of needles and drug paraphernalia. This program also created new
perceptions and pathways for businesses and vulnerable citizens to work
together. 

Safety, Cleanliness, & Wellbeing

Our advocacy for temporary washrooms at
Jasper Place Transit Centre / Butler
Memorial Park provided a pathway to
dignity for a wide range of individuals
(~3000 visits), and positively impacted
reports and incidents of public urination
and defecation went from May to
December. 

Collaboration social agencies such as
Jasper Place Wellness Center, The Mustard
Seed, and Red Road Healing Society. 

       The road to community development     
       involves and impacts us all. 
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Chalk It Up For Inclusivity
An event featuring chalk art, geared
towards families and advocating for
diversity and inclusivity within the
SPRBA, promoting local shopping by
offering discounts and promotions in a
hyper-localized area. 

Let's Get Physical
Promoting physical wellness and
community through fun interactive
physical activities and local shopping.
Activities could be enjoyed by the entire
family, and included breakdancing,
fitness demos, and more! This event is set
to repeat in 2023

World of Imagination
An entertainment extravaganza at RioCan
Mayfield featuring local performers,
Rapid Fire Theatre, Balloon Fairies, a
Magician and Juggler, and a screening of
DreamWorks The Bad Guys - A highly
successful event worth repeating in 2023

Light Up The Park
This was the first year we focused on a
light-up event along SPR, and we decided
on an installation in Butler Memorial Park
next to the Jasper Place Transit station,
from December to March. A much
needed celebratory event in an area
deeply impacted by construction of the
Valley Line West LRT. With the majority of
our street trees removed and street pole
lighting removed, it was a bright area of
hope in our BIA.

Placemaking & Gathering Spaces

Events
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Placemaking & Gathering Spaces

Supporting A Thriving Mainstreet

     We envision Stony Plain Road as West Edmontons' primary main street, a vital
destination within the District of Jasper Place. We are building upon Edmonton's 15
Minute City plan with beautification initiatives along Stony Plain Road - Bright and
vibrant splashes of colour will be used as a component of placemaking, helping
better highlight and define our shared public spaces. Initiatives include hanging
flower baskets and planters at various cross streets, bright murals, decorative
crosswalks, and utility box wrappings featuring local artists. We are excited to
promote imagery that reflects the diverse character and and the areas' evolution.

     We actively communicate how recent improvements such as those at Jasper
Place Transit Centre and Butler Memorial Park are interlinked projects that add to
SPR's long-term viability. With future streetscaping and furniture we will collaborate
to create an integrated public realm strategy for west-end residents and business,
creating new locations for people to explore. Stony Plain Road is the Real Deal -
absent of pretension, friendly, compassionate, with something for everyone. 
We've got that edge - We are truly Edmonton. 

     While actively supporting Valley Line West LRT, and communicating the catalyst
it will be for the area at large, we acknowledge the next few years will be difficult.
AS COVID-19 proved, our businesses can learn to pivot and respond to challenges.
Surrounded by diverse and vibrant neighbourhoods, our BIA offers accessible lease
rates, and is located minutes from both the Whitemud and Anthony Henday
freeways. Connected to many parts of Edmonton, we are ready for your business!
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Building connections within the business community via in-person check ins,
as well as responding to calls for assistance.

Offering support and best practice recommendations, particularly in the
realms of social media, digital transitions, and various resources and funding
available from the City of Edmonton.

Encouraging collaboration between businesses, property owners, and
associated stakeholders; effective communication and community
participation are key to encouraging growth.

This year saw a slight net reduction of businesses by two. We believe our area
has great potential and we are seeing increasing infill and multiple family
dwellings being built, and we are excited for future Transit-Oriented
Developments in the coming years. We are projecting over 25,000 new
residents via area developments in the next 10 - 15 years. 

Walk or Roll, Grab & Go!
A campaign designed to support food vendors along the Valley Line West LRT
route on Stony Plain Road by means of a wayfinding map published in
SPANN. Included various social media featurettes and some paid advertising.
Map design, publication, and businesses featured provided at no cost to our
members.

Area Branding
Preparing for a branded area promotional campaign in 2023 featuring new
light post flags west of 156 Street.

Micro Site w/ City of Edmonton
Discussed creation of site to better market the area and support businesses
impacted by Valley Line West LRT construction.

The Young Giant Mascot
The reintroduction of the Young Giant helps maintain area history while
reinvigorating the message of the area as a great place to do business.

Business Recruitment & Retention

Members Services Outreach

Area Marketing
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