
ANNUAL GENERAL REPORT

2022

FORT ROAD BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT AREA

Attachment 6

Page 1 of 13 June 23, 2023, Executive Committee | UPE01570



A JOURNEY THAT BECAME AN ODYSSEY

FORT ROAD THE FORGOTTEN ROAD

The Fort Road BRZ was established August 20th, 1991 Bylaw 9747 and bylaw 13916 passed
April 19, 2005 following the request to expand to Wayne Gretzky Drive.

This report will reflect what has transpired to a once a vibrant community and the largest
employer in the city to its present state.

COVID did represent a 2-year period of difficult situations for every business and all aspects of
human activity, but Fort Road’s situation goes back to the year 2002 to the present.

Recovery following expropriation to accommodate Edmonton’s first TOD development has not
been realized for many years. The Fort Road Old Town Development was given the planning
award in 2004 and the CRL the first in the city. Many promises were made, and despite the
efforts from the Business Improvement Area and Belvedere Community very little progress has
been realized.

History is a vital part of this city’s character and the pride of their roots. Maintaining one’s
heritage is what defines their basic respect and contribution to our city.

The Fort Trail Historical Foundation/Fort Road BRZ in collaboration with the City of Edmonton
to complete received a grant of $200,641.00 with the express purpose of celebrating their
heritage. The project has been paid for and remains in storage for over 13 years. Storage cost to
date is $13,000.00 and expensive considering our limited budget and a disappointed community.
Security remains an issue in the area due to social disorder and would be destroyed in short
order.

We have received the Queen Elizabeth Platinum Jubilee Medal for the recognition of our service
to the community. Our Executive Director, Deanna Fuhlendorf wishes to share this honor with
the Board of Directors, Belvedere Community and Edmonton Police Service for their valued
partnership.

It may be our opportunity to revisit our role as leaders in the business community. Much has
been achieved over the years but we require commitment from other sources to function. We
have maintained our levy at the same amount of $80,000.00 for many years and may not be able
to continue without some considerations.

The site on the cover of this report received a great deal of damage with the cutting down of trees
for the use of fire wood by occupiers of encampments at the site. The Association has worked
with the Kennedale group for years planting and maintaining the site for the pleasure of the
surrounding community. The Station Pointe site (next to the Belvedere LRT) is now a very
convenient encampment and in deplorable condition, how does one market this location with
such social disorder challenges?
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The Annual General Meeting was held October 18th, 2022. Election was held and the budget
reviewed for the 2023 year. The levy for 2023 remains as in the last 10 years at $80,000.00.
Following an invitation to the buffet, presentations included, MLA Deron Bilous, Edmonton
Police Service – North Division, Alberta Health Services, and Bryon Heroux, Kris Lima, COE
Yellowhead Freeway Conversion. Executive Director Eleanor Risling – Alberta Health Services.
(Edmonton Community Health Hub) North.

An informative evening for the members with an open discussion followed. Meeting adjourned
at 9:30 P.M.

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Chair and Board of Directors

Deanna Fuhlendorf

Executive Director

FORT ROAD BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT AREA
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