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March 22, 2016

Mayor Don lveson

City of Edmonton

200, City Hall

1 Sir Winston Churchill Square NW
Edmonton, AB T5J 2R7

Dear Mayor Iveson:

| am writing to bring to your attention the critical need for emergent funds to complete structural repairs to the roof
at historic McKay Avenue School. The structural integrity of the roof and ability to prevent further damage is a
significant concern. Historic McKay Avenue School is the oldest brick school in the Province. Constructed as an eight
room school in 1904 with a four room addition in 1912, the building is now in its second career as the Edmonton
Public Schools Archives and Museum (Attachment 1). The iconic building was designated a Provincial historic resource
in 1976 and Municipal historic resource in 2015. The Alberta Register of Historic Places states, “The heritage value of
McKay Avenue School lies in its association with the inaugural sessions of the Alberta Legislative Assembly, its
connection to early educational institutions in Edmonton, and its stately Richardsonian Romanesque architectural
style.”

In the spring of 2015, Edmonton Public Schools initiated a lifecycle replacement of the 30 year old cedar shake roof.
During the removal of the cedar shakes and dormer brickwork, it was discovered that the original construction
methods do not meet current standards and the timber supports were missing or rotten. Further investigations by
ACI Architecture Inc. and Building Science Engineering Ltd. revealed significant structural issues.

To complete the original lifecycle replacement of the roof, Edmonton Public Schools secured funds for the original
roofing budget of $960,000 through grants and fundraising. It is estimated we will require an additional $1.34 million
to address the structural issues associated with the six dormers and timber supports, to complete hazmat
remediation, and for additional architectural and engineering costs.

In addition to fundraising and applying for grants, the Board of Trustees has identified a parcel of land (Lot 34)
outside the school site fenced-area and is in the process of declaring it surplus to District need in order to sell it at
market value. Attached is an aerial photo identifying the potential lot for sale (Attachment Il). The funds realized
from this sale will be applied to the capital improvements of historic McKay Avenue School. The sale process will
require time to finalize and will only represent a small percentage of the total funds required. Current market
conditions may limit the District’s ability to realize these additional funds.
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Historic McKay Avenue School is a rich Provincial and Municipal treasure that must be retained for all Albertans. The
District’s ability to ensure the building’s structural integrity and the continuation of safe daily operations is
dependent on receiving emergent funding. In that regard, the Edmonton Public School Board would greatly
appreciate an opportunity to meet with yourself or City staff to provide additional detail and discuss the immediate
need for support. Should additional funds not be secured by June 30, 2016, the project will need to be suspended
and the ability of the District to safely operate the building will need to be assessed.

| invite you to tour both historic McKay Avenue School and the 1881 Schoolhouse to take part in a meaningful
experience re-living how the Province of Alberta and Edmonton Public School District were formed.

Thank you for your considering this emergent request.

Yours truly,

Mpgz="

Michael Janz
Board Chair

CD:kk
c: vlébert Geldart, Senior Heritage Planner, City of Edmonton

Attachment | — Edmonton Public Schools Archives and Museum Brochure
Attachment Il — Aerial Photo of School Site (Lot 34)
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McKay Avenue School Archives and Museum
Lot 34
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