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Recommendations

1. A more appropriate canopy goal.

2. Private tree bylaw information. Today’s 
report is responding to two motions, 
including:

“That Administration…explore 
opportunities on private land to 
continue the advancement of achieving 
the City’s tree canopy goals, including 
and not limited to enhanced tree 
retention incentivization” (Oct. 2023).

3. Indigenous engagement.



• “Edmonton’s trees represent an irreplaceable asset.”

• “Unlike other municipal infrastructure, trees increase 
in value over time.”

• “The urban forest…makes a quantifiable contribution 
to the long-term livability of our city.”



Trees…

•provide shade
•reduce energy use
•sequester carbon
•regulate temperatures
•clean the air 
•reduce stormwater runoff
•mitigate drought and flooding 
•support biodiversity
•contribute to our physical and mental health
•beautify our city 

We can’t afford not to protect them. 



Toronto, Montreal, Ottawa, and Victoria: current canopy: 25%; goal: 40% by 2050. 

Edmonton: current canopy: 13%; goal: 20% by 2071.











Edmontonians support a private tree bylaw





“The truth is that high 
urban density and 
abundant housing are 
entirely compatible with a 
lush tree canopy. And not 
just with creating one from 
scratch. We can and should 
retain existing trees that 
are valuable in terms of 
the ecosystem services 
they provide: shade, 
beauty, clean air, erosion 
control, birdsong.” 



Mature trees benefit neighbourhoods + 
developers


