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Land AcknoZledgement

The City of Edmonton acknowledges the traditional land on which we reside is in Treaty Six Territory.

We would like to thank the diverse Indigenous Peoples whose ancestorsȆ footsteps have marked this

territory for centuries, such as n¬hiyaw (Cree), Dené, Anishinaabe (Saulteaux), Nakota Isga (Nakota

Sioux), and Niitsitapi (Blackfoot) peoples. We also acknowledge this as the MétisȆ homeland and the

home of one of the largest communities of Inuit south of the 60th parallel. It is a welcoming place for

all peoples who come from around the world to share Edmonton as a home. Together we call upon

all of our collective, honoured traditions, and spirits to work in building a great city for today and

future generations.
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Introduction

PURjecW BackgURXnd

On March 5, 2024, Urban Planning Committee approved the 2024-25 Edmonton Design Committee
work plan, which includes three tasks: reviewing and updating the EDC standards and procedures,
the EDC principles of urban design, and the scope of EDC review.

The Edmonton Design Committee was established by City Council in 2005 to improve the quality of
the CityȆs urban design. Edmonton Design Committee Bylaw 20673 speciΈes that the EDC shall meet
this mandate primarily by providing recommendations on development applications and advice
regarding urban design policies and principles. This generally translates into the review of
development permit applications (within the EDC boundary); comprehensive rezoning applications
(both within the EDC boundary and for large sites); and City of Edmonton plans, policies and capital
projects.

WRUk WR DaWe

Phase 1 of the 2024-25 EDC work plan included engagement with external stakeholders and internal
business partners in summer 2024. Details and Έndings of the engagement with external
stakeholders is included in theWhaW We HeaUd ReSoUW.

As a result of this engagement, the EDC and administration have drafted a number of
recommendations related to three deliverables - updated standards and procedures; new principles
of urban design; and recommended changes to the scope of EDC review. This What We Did report
provides a high-level overview of the draft recommendations responding from Phase 1 engagement,
and is the basis for Phase 2 of engagement with the stakeholders in fall 2024.

HRZ WR Read WhiV ReSRUW

This What We Did Report provides a brief overview of the recommendations related to the
standards and procedures, new principles of urban design, and the scope of review. The detailed
recommendations are presented in their entirety in Appendices A, B and C, so that the reader can
review and consider those recommendations of most relevance or interest to them.

https://www.edmonton.ca/sites/default/files/public-files/assets/PDF/2024-25-EDC-Work-Plan-What-We-Heard-Report.pdf?cb=1734537689
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EDC Standards and Procedures
The EDC standards and procedures establish roles and responsibilities and otherwise direct the
day-to-day function of the committee. The EDC standards and procedures were developed in 2021
and came into use in 2022. At that time, the EDC committed to the regular review of the standards
and procedures to ensure they continue to support the eΊciency, e·ectiveness and relevance of the
committee.

WhaW Ze HeaUd and Did

A key takeaway from theWhaW We HeaUd ReSoUW is that there have been some positive changes
since the standards and procedures were adopted in 2022, and overall the EDC is seen as having
value, but there is room for improvement. One of the key areas to further explore is in the
recommendations that the committee makes - they need to be consistent, clear, relevant and
impactful.

IQ UeVSRQVe, Ze haYe ideQWiΈed a QXmbeU Rf ke\ chaQgeV WR Whe VWaQdaUdV aQd SURcedXUeV WR
XQdeUVcRUe Whe YalXe Rf Whe cRmmiWWee aQd ma[imi]e Whe imSacW Rf iWV UecRmmeQdaWiRQV:

● Introducing a mission statement to help applicanWs beWWer XndersWand Whe pXrpose and
YalXe of Whe commiWWee, and sWrXcWXre Wheir sXbmissions and presenWaWions Wo Wake besW
adYanWage of Whe commiWWeeȆs insighWs.

● PURSRViQg a QeZ aSSURach WR IQfRUmal VXbmiVViRQV, WhaW giYes Whe commiWWee Whe abiliW\
Wo e[empW projecWs from formal reYieZ, Wo encoXrage greaWer Xse of informals and XlWimaWel\
increase Whe opporWXniW\ Wo inWegraWe commiWWee inpXW earl\ in Whe design process.

● Providing new guidance on committee recommendations WR fRcXV Whe VcRSe Rf UeYieZ,
maQage Whe e[SecWaWiRQV Rf aSSlicaQWV, aQd XlWimaWel\ ma[imi]e Whe cRmmiWWeeȆV imSacW.

Other highlights include:

● IPSURYiQg eQgagePeQW RQ CiW\ SURjecWV by encouraging alternative engagement methods
with the committee (e.g. workshops) for complex projects.

● ClaUif\iQg hRZ adPiQiVWUaWiRQ XWili]eV UecRPPeQdaWiRQV in the development approval
process, and requiring development approval decisions to be relayed back to the committee.

● GeQeUal SURceVV iPSURYePeQWV to enhance committee function; e.g. chairing meetings,
receiving correspondence, holding elections, and providing direction to administration
and/or Council outside of the committeeȆs typical area of focus.

See Appendix A Proposed Changes to EDC Standards and Procedures for all recommended changes.

https://www.edmonton.ca/sites/default/files/public-files/assets/PDF/2024-25-EDC-Work-Plan-What-We-Heard-Report.pdf?cb=1734537689
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EDC Principles of Urban Design / Submission Guide
The EDC principles of urban design provide the benchmark against which development applications
are reviewed by the committee. Prior to the current work plan, EDC began developing new principles
of urban design that better align with Council priorities and reΉect current best practice; simplifying
submission requirements (with a greater emphasis on neighbourhood and site factors); clarifying
expectations for project evaluation.

WhaW Ze HeaUd and Did

A key takeaway from theWhaW We HeaUd ReSoUW is that the Έrst draft of these new EDC principles of
urban design represents a good starting point; however, as the document is reΈned, the EDC needs
to ensure the process for submitting projects, and their subsequent evaluation by the committee, is
clearly articulated. Based on feedback, we also renamed this document the EDC submission guide,
for clarity.

IQ UeVSRQVe WR WhiV feedback, Ze aUe fRcXViQg RQ:

● Making the submission process simpler and less onerous WhURXgh addiWiRQal UeΈQemeQW
aQd claUiΈcaWiRQ Rf Whe SUiQciSleV Rf XUbaQ deVigQ, fRcXViQg RQ VchemaWic leYel deVigQ, aQd
UeTXiUiQg mRUe VXcciQcW VXbmiVViRQV ZiWh feZeU dUaZiQgV aQd leVV We[W.

● MakiQg Whe eYalXaWiRQ SURceVV mRUe VWUaighWfRUZaUd, cleaU aQd imSacWfXl b\ focXsing
speciΈcall\ on hoZ Whe projecW aligns ZiWh Whe principles of Xrban design, responds Wo iWs
conWe[W, and achieYes Whe applicanWȆs design inWenW.

See APPENDIX B Draft EDC Submission Guide for the most recent draft of this document, including
the revised EDC principles of urban design.

Scope of EDC ReYieZ
Bylaw 20673 - Edmonton Design Committee Bylaw identiΈes what projects are reviewed by the
Committee - by type (e.g. large sites over 1ha, within 400m of a transit station) and location (within a
speciΈc EDC geographic boundary). The Bylaw also includes a provision to exempt projects from
review by the Committee.

The review of the geographic boundary in particular was identiΈed by industry during the
preparation of the EDC standards and procedures in 2020-21. Through subsequent discussion it was
identiΈed that the nodes and corridors network in The City Plan should be explored as a potential
model for a new EDC boundary.

https://www.edmonton.ca/sites/default/files/public-files/assets/PDF/2024-25-EDC-Work-Plan-What-We-Heard-Report.pdf?cb=1734537689
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Due to resource constraints, it was originally proposed that this review would only include the
identiΈcation of potential boundary changes - the reΈnement and ultimate adoption of a new
boundary will be the focus of the Committee in 2025.

WhaW Ze HeaUd and Did

A key takeaway from theWhaW We HeaUd ReSoUW is that there is general agreement that an update to
the scope of EDC review is needed, including revising the EDC boundary and reviewing the process
for exempting projects. In both cases, maximizing the impact of the committee's review is of
paramount importance. The concept of aligning the EDC boundary with that of the nodes and
corridors network of The City Plan was positively received.

IQ UeVSRQVe WR WhiV feedback, Ze aUe cRQVideUiQg:

● Exploring revising the EDC boundary to align with nodes and corridors. The ceQWUe ciW\ /
SUimaU\ cRUUidRU mRdel, aV Zell aV SUiRUiW\ gURZWh aUeaV (QRdeV aQd cRUUidRUV WhaW Whe CiW\
e[SecWV WR Vee Whe higheVW dZelliQg XQiW gURZWh WR Whe 1.25 milliRQ SRSXlaWiRQ hRUi]RQ) (CiW\
Rf EdmRQWRQ) ZeUe e[amiQed. BRWh mRdelV haYe a VimilaU geRgUaSh\ WR WhaW Rf Whe cXUUeQW
EDC bRXQdaU\, Zhile addiQg QeZ aUeaV Rf fRcXV, aQd QeiWheU Zill VXbVWaQWiall\ iQcUeaVe Whe
cRmmiWWeeȆV ZRUklRad.

● Exploring reviewing projects adjacent to major transportation corridors (e.g. AQWhRQ\
HeQda\, WhiWemXd DUiYe, YellRZhead TUail) WR eQVXUe a high leYel Rf XUbaQ deVigQ iQ WheVe
highl\ YiVible aUeaV Zhich cRQWUibXWe WR Whe SeUceSWiRQ Rf Whe ciW\ aQd iWV image - fRU bRWh
UeVideQWV aQd YiViWRUV.

● Reviewing all large site rezonings UegaUdleVV Rf WheiU SUR[imiW\ WR a WUaQViW ceQWUe.
● Improving the project exemption process, iQclXdiQg e[emSWiQg VWaQdaUd Ue]RQiQgV aQd

aUWicXlaWiQg geQeUal SUiQciSleV fRU ZheQ Whe e[emSWiRQ gXideliQeV dR QRW Ueadil\ aSSl\.

Please see Appendix C Possible Changes to Scope of EDC Review for more information.

Ne[t Steps
The current phase of engagement, for which this interim report was prepared, concludes at the end
of November 2024. At the end of this engagement, administration and the EDC will:

● Prepare an updated What We Heard Report;
● Revise the key deliverables (updated standards and procedures; new submission guide /

principles of urban design; and recommended changes to the scope of EDC review);
● Prepare a Council Report presenting the new principles of urban design;
● Finalize approval of the standards and procedures by the City Manager; and
● Advance revisions to EDC Bylaw 20673 as needed.

https://www.edmonton.ca/sites/default/files/public-files/assets/PDF/2024-25-EDC-Work-Plan-What-We-Heard-Report.pdf?cb=1734537689
https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/urban_planning_and_design/growth-analysis
https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/urban_planning_and_design/growth-analysis
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TabOe Rf CRQWeQWV

1. EDC Standards and Procedures PG 3

2. Appendices

i / Procedures for Public Speakers

ii / Member Position Descriptions

iii / Member Evaluation Criteria

iv / Sample Subcommittee Terms of Reference

v / Election Procedures (revised)

vi / Chair Meeting Script (new)
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PaUW 1

SWandaUdV and PUocedXUeV

Notes to the Reader

1. Changes are highlighted and accompanied Zith notes /

rationale.

2. Minor changes (e.g. terminolog\, references to b\laZs) are not

highlighted.

3. While neZ sections are proposed to be added, the numbering

s\stem Zill remain unchanged in this draft document to assist

users Zith its revieZ and evaluation relative to the current

standards and procedures.
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1.0 PURPOSE

● The purpose of these standards and procedures is to

provide clear direction regarding the ongoing activities

of the Edmonton Design Committee (EDC), b\

describing functions, processes and responsibilities of

both the committee and administration not otherwise

addressed in Edmonton Design committee B\law

20673, Cit\ B\law 18155 or other relevant Cit\ B\laws

and Policies.

2.0 COMMITTEE OVERVIEW NeZ VecWion.

● The Edmonton Design committee is committed to

working with and supporting applicants in a

collaborative manner to enhance cit\ urban form and

function; strengthen our neighbourhoods and local

character; shape new districts; protect and leverage

the value of our built environment; and create vibrant,

d\namic, and appealing places to live and work.

● The purpose of the EDC is not to provide

recommendations on detailed design; but rather, to

assess the unique qualities of each project, and

provide useful feedback to ensure it advances good

urban design, placemaking and cit\-building

objectives.

● Ultimatel\, the strength of the EDC lies in its

composition. As a diverse group of architects,

landscape architects, planners and engineers, as well

as representatives of the Edmonton Arts committee

ThiV miVVion VWaWemenW

aUWicXlaWeV Whe XniqXe YalXe

pUopoViWion of EDC Wo pUoYide

moUe gXidance and VXppoUW Wo

applicanWV.
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and post-secondar\ institutions, the development

industr\ and the public at large, the committee is

e[perienced in and passionate about good urban

design. EDC is uniquel\ positioned to consider a range

of perspectives; evaluate tradeo·s, whether economic,

environmental or otherwise; and embrace innovation -

where often no clear design direction e[ists.

2.0 DEFINITIONS

● FRUPaO VXbPLVVLRQV refer to the drawings and other

information which an applicant is required to provide

to the committee for review and recommendation in

accordance with EDC B\law 20673.

● IQIRUPaO VXbPLVVLRQV refer to the drawings and

other information which an applicant ma\ choose to

provide to the committee for review and comment

prior to a formal submission.

● PUHVHQWaWLRQV refer to the verbal and/or visual

presentation (e.g. slide deck) made b\ the applicant to

the EDC in conjunction with an informal or formal

submission.

3.0 PROCEDURES

3.1 PURMHFW ASSOLFabLOLW\ aQG E[HPSWLRQV

3.1.1 Project E[emptions - General Approach

ThiV iV a neZ VecWion WhaW

aUWicXlaWeV a geneUal appUoach

● To ma[imi]e the focus and capacit\ of the committee,

projects without a signiΈcant impact on the public
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Wo pUojecW e[empWionV - Zhich

can be helpfXl Zhen Whe

gXidelineV donȆW Ueadil\ appl\.

realm ma\ be e[empt from review. While this

determination is inherentl\ subjective, the guidelines

below describe common e[amples that meet the

committeeȆs e[pectation; however, in certain cases a

project that otherwise meets these guidelines ma\

require review b\ the EDC to ensure it contributes

positivel\ to the public realm in its speciΈc conte[t.

These instances ma\ include projects in highl\ visible

locations adjacent to major pedestrian or active

transportation corridors, or projects that introduce

new form, function and densit\ to e[isting districts.

3.1.1 Formal Development Permit Submissions

● Private development and Cit\ of Edmonton (ȉCit\Ȋ)

projects shall be referred to the EDC for formal review

as described in EDC B\law 20673.

● E[emptions for residential development:

● Shall include single detached and semi-detached

residences.

● Ma\ include other small scale ground oriented

residential development, including rowhouses

and townhouses.

● Ma\ include e[terior alterations (e.g. facade

improvement or replacement, revitali]ation of

outdoor amenit\ areas)

● E[emptions for commercial development projects ma\

include:

● New development with a site area of less than

1500m2 and less than 2 store\s in height.

AddV addiWional e[empWion

oppoUWXniWieV.

RefeUence Wo ȅVmall VcaleȆ

UemoYed, aV Vcale alone ma\

noW be Whe deWeUmining facWoU.
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● Building additions in rear and interior side \ards.

● Storefront improvement projects approved

through the Facade Improvement Program.

● Projects ma\ also be e[empted from formal review at

the development permit stage if:

● The project was supported b\ EDC at the

re]oning stage;

● No signiΈcant design changes were made to the

project; and,

● The formal submission at the re]oning stage met

all submission requirements needed for a

development permit review.

● Projects ma\ also be e[empted from formal review at

the informal stage if, in the opinion of the committee,

the project meets the evaluation criteria as set out in

the EDC Submission Guide.

ȅSWoUefUonW impUoYemenWV noW

inYolYing changeV Wo Whe

locaWion and Vi]e of dooUV and

ZindoZVȆ haV been UemoYed.

ThiV pUopoVed change iV

inWended Wo encoXUage moUe

infoUmalV and VWUeamline Whe

EDC appUoYal pUoceVV.

3.1.2 Cit\ Project Submissions NeZ VecWion - foU claUiW\.

● All Cit\ facilit\, roadwa\, bridge and open space

projects shall be referred referred to the EDC for

formal review as described in EDC B\law 20673;

however, the following Cit\ projects ma\ be e[empted:

● New Cit\ facilit\ projects of a utilitarian nature

and lacking a strong public realm interface.

● Cit\ utilit\ upgrades and replacements (e.g.

sewer, water).

● Cit\ retroΈt projects involving minor upgrades to

building mechanical s\stems, building envelope

and building accessibilit\.
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● Cit\ roadwa\ and bridge projects that are

renewal in nature or do not have public realm

design features or improvements.

● Cit\ open space projects without major social

spaces and/or gathering areas. Metropolitan

parks, and squares, pla]as and promenades (as

deΈned in Breathe) would generall\ be e[pected

to be reviewed b\ the EDC.

● It is the responsibilit\ of the Cit\ project manager(s)

earl\ in project planning to conΈrm if a project is

e[empt from EDC review.

3.1.2 Formal Re]oning Submissions

● Private development and Cit\ of Edmonton (ȉCit\Ȋ)

re]oning submissions shall be referred to the EDC for

formal review as described in EDC B\law 20673.

● Re]onings to standard ]ones will be e[empt from EDC

review (e[cept where administration requests site

development or similar design documentation of the

applicant).

● E[emptions for re]oning submissions ma\ also include

changes, additions and/or the removal of uses.

● Re]oning submissions which have previousl\ been

reviewed b\ EDC ma\ be e[empt from subsequent

review if there is no substantive change in the

proposed built form.

AddV an addiWional e[empWion

oppoUWXniW\.

3.1.3 E[emption Procedure

● The procedure for e[empting projects shall be as
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follows:

● The development planner / re]oning planner /

Cit\ project manager (for Cit\ projects) shall

identif\ that a project ma\ be considered for

e[emption, and will prepare a brief

recommendation, with supporting justiΈcation

and documentation as needed, for review b\ the

EDC administrative liaison.

● The EDC administrative liaison ma\ seek the

input of the EDC chair and provide a written

recommendation within 48 hours.

● The EDC administrative liaison ma\ recommend

that a project that would otherwise be reviewed

as a formal submission instead be reviewed b\

the EDC as an informal submission.

● The Έnal decision for project e[emptions resides with

the general supervisor, development approvals

RemoYeV Whe requirement Wo

engage Whe EDC chaiU -Zhich

can e[pediWe Whe e[empWion

pUoceVV.

3.2 SXbPLVVLRQ RHTXLUHPHQWV aQG PURFHGXUHV

3.2.1 Informal Submissions - Cit\ Projects NeZ VecWion - foU claUiW\.

● The timing of informal submissions for Cit\ projects is

at the discretion of the Cit\ project manager(s);

however, as a guideline informal submissions should

generall\ correspond to the completion (or upcoming

completion) of the schematic design phase (for

facilities) or concept design phase (for roadwa\s).

● For Cit\ projects, an informal submission should

generall\ meet the requirements of the EDC

AddiWional claUiW\ baVed on

inWeUnal inpXW.

RefeUenceV Whe neZ EDC

SXbmiVVion GXide.
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submission guide.

● For projects of a large and comple[ nature, Cit\

project managers should ensure that EDC is

provided a suΊcient opportunit\ for

engagement. It ma\ be appropriate to forgo the

t\pical EDC informal submission process in favor

of a more speciΈc, focused engagement tactic

(e.g. workshop).

PUoYideV an oppoUWXniW\ Wo

e[ploUe engagemenW ZiWh Whe

commiWWee oXWVide of Whe

W\pical infoUmal VXbmiVVion /

pUeVenWaWion pUoceVV.

3.2.1 Informal Submissions - General

● Applicants ma\ make informal submissions to the

committee for an\ project that would otherwise

require formal review. With the e[ception of Cit\

projects, informal submissions are OPTIONAL;

however, applicants are strongl\ encouraged to take

advantage of the informal submission process in order

to receive beneΈcial input from the committee that

can be more easil\ incorporated into the proposed

design, and ultimatel\ be better prepared for a formal

submission.

● The minimum requirements for an informal

submission are a SURMHFW GHVLJQ aQaO\VLV and GHVLJQ

VWUaWHJ\, as described in the EDC submission guide.

● An applicant ma\ be requested to provide information

that is missing or, in the opinion of the EDC

administrative liaison, provides additional clarit\ to

e[pedite and otherwise beneΈt the review of a

submission b\ the committee.

● Applicants are responsible for scheduling informal

ClaUiΈeV Whe commiWWeeȆV

deViUe Wo encoXUage moUe

infoUmal VXbmiVVionV.

RefeUenceV Whe neZ EDC

VXbmiVVion gXide.

ClaUiΈeV Whe pXUpoVe foU

collecWing VXpplemenWaU\

infoUmaWion.
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presentations with the EDC administrative liaison.

● Informal submissions are private unless the applicant

elects to present in public. In this situation, the

committee ma\ make a motion to e[empt the applicant

from a subsequent formal submission.

IdenWiΈeV Whe oppoUWXniW\ foU

infoUmal pUojecWV Wo be

e[empWed fUom VXbVeqXenW

foUmal UeYieZ.

3.2.2 Formal Development Permit Submissions

● A formal development permit submission to EDC shall

include:

● A SURMHFW GHVLJQ aQaO\VLV and GHVLJQ VWUaWHJ\,

as described in the EDC submission guide.

● Responses to previous EDC recommendations

(eg. during an informal presentation).

● Upon receipt of a complete submission, the

development / re]oning planner will coordinate the

scheduling of an EDC presentation with the EDC

administrative liaison.

● In some cases the EDC administrative liaison

ma\ accept an incomplete submission with the

understanding that the applicant will provide

supplementar\ information.

● For an\ submission, the EDC administrative

liaison ma\ request supplementar\ information

that provides greater clarit\ to e[pedite or other

beneΈt the review of a submission b\ the

committee.

RefeUenceV Whe neZ EDC

VXbmiVVion gXide.

PUoYideV Ήe[ibiliW\ Wo

accommodaWe applicanWVȆ

WimelineV.

ClaUiΈeV Whe pXUpoVe foU

collecWing VXpplemenWaU\

infoUmaWion.

3.2.3 Formal Re]oning Submissions

● A formal re]oning submission to EDC shall include:
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● A complete re]oning application, including

appendices and te[t provision. Floor plans will

be included for EDC review solel\ at the

discretion of the applicant;

● A SURMHFW GHVLJQ aQaO\VLV and GHVLJQ VWUaWHJ\,

as described in the EDC submission guide;

● Responses to previous EDC recommendations

(e.g. during an informal presentation).

● Upon receipt of a complete submission, the re]oning

planner will coordinate the scheduling of an EDC

presentation with the EDC administrative liaison.

Formal re]oning presentations will generall\ be

scheduled following the Έrst circulation, or at the

discretion of the re]oning planner.

● In some cases the EDC administrative liaison

ma\ accept an incomplete submission with the

understanding that the applicant will provide

supplementar\ information.

● For an\ submission, the EDC administrative

liaison ma\ request supplementar\ information

that provides greater clarit\ to e[pedite or other

beneΈt the review of a submission b\ the

committee.

RefeUenceV Whe neZ EDC

VXbmiVVion gXide.

PUoYideV Ήe[ibiliW\ Wo

accommodaWe applicanWVȆ

WimelineV.

ClaUiΈeV Whe pXUpoVe foU

collecWing VXpplemenWaU\

infoUmaWion.

3.2.4 Formal Cit\ of Edmonton Project Submissions

● The timing of formal submissions for Cit\ projects is

at the discretion of the Cit\ project manager(s);

however, as a guideline formal submissions to EDC

should correspond to the completion (or upcoming

Added foU claUiW\.
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completion) of the design development phase and / or

application for development permit (for facilities) or

the completion (or upcoming completion) of the

preliminar\ design phase (for roadwa\s). Ultimatel\,

the formal submission should be timed to ma[imi]e

the value and impact of the EDC review.

● A formal submission shall include responses to

previous EDC recommendations (e.g. during an

informal presentation). Other submission

requirements are at the discretion of the applicant;

however, the EDC submission guide should be used as

a general guideline.

● Design reports prepared b\ Consultants ma\ be

appropriate for a formal submission if the applicable

requirements of the EDC submission guide can be

met; however, Consultants are strongl\ discouraged

from submitting design reports in their entiret\,

particularl\ if these reports include e[cessive technical

details and other information not relevant to the

committeeȆs review.

● For Cit\ projects of a large and comple[ nature,

engagement with the committee should be as

meaningful and focused as possible. Cit\ project

managers are encouraged to work closel\ with the

EDC administrative liaison to pursue strategies such

as, but not limited to:

● Augmenting the formal submission with

providing committee members access to online

engagement opportunities; and

RefeUenceV Whe neZ EDC

VXbmiVVion gXide.

PUoYideV an oppoUWXniW\ Wo

e[ploUe engagemenW ZiWh Whe

commiWWee oXWVide of Whe

W\pical foUmal VXbmiVVion /

pUeVenWaWion pUoceVV.
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● Focusing the formal submission on the ke\

urban design strategies, elements and

components identiΈed during the informal

submission process.

● Cit\ project managers are responsible for scheduling

formal presentations with the EDC administrative

liaison.

3.2.5 All Submissions - General

● All materials provided b\ the applicant to the EDC as

part of a formal submission shall be available for

public viewing on the EDC website, and posted in

conjunction with the appropriate meeting agenda.

● Information of a private or sensitive nature (e.g.

Ήoor plans) shall onl\ be provided at the

discretion of the applicant.

3.3 PUHVHQWaWLRQ RHTXLUHPHQWV aQG PURFHGXUHV NeZ VecWion - foU claUiW\.

● The EDC administrative liaison shall endeavor to

schedule presentations in as timel\ a manner as

possible, allowing suΊcient time for posting agendas

(10 da\s minimum) and review b\ the committee (2

weeks preferred).

● The content of this presentation is at the discretion of

the applicant; however, applicants are encouraged to

provide a brief overview of the design concept and

building program, and how the project addresses the

principles of urban design, rather than a detailed

summar\ of the projectȆs statistics and features.

RefeUenceV Whe neZ EDC

VXbmiVVion gXide.
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● The presentation should be in PDF format, 25 MB

ma[imum Έle si]e. A cop\ of the presentation should

be forwarded to the EDC administrative liaison prior to

the meeting.

ReqXiUeV backXp Wo EDC

adminiVWUaWion Wo miWigaWe

againVW Wechnical iVVXeV.

3.3 SFRSH RI FRPPLWWHH RHYLHZ

● The committee will review projects using the following

criteria as described in the EDC submission guide:

● How the design responds to the ke\ planning and

design drivers, including the project brief, ]oning

requirements, client / communit\ engagement

(both opportunities and constraints) and design

narrative;

● How the design responds to the project's

architectural, historical, cultural, and social conte[t

(i.e. the project design anal\sis);

● How the design addresses the principles of urban

design and emplo\s the ke\ design priorities; and

ultimatel\

● How well the urban design responses achieve the

stated project objectives and e[empliΈes good

urban design.

● The primar\ focus of the committeeȆs review should

be related to urban design considerations to a level of

reΈnement t\pical of schematic design or design

development. Committee membersma\ comment on

other considerations (e.g. architectural design;

ThiV neZ VecWion pUoYideV

addiWional claUiW\ UegaUding Whe

Vcope of Whe commiWWeeȆV

UeYieZ.
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construction details; building, energ\ or Έre code) that,

in their opinion, have a clear urban design impact and

are directl\ related to the evaluation process

described in the EDC VXbPiVViRQ gXide.

● All comments made b\ the committee should be clear,

direct and constructive. Subjective comments of a

personal nature should be avoided. Comments

should be directed at those aspects of the design that

can reasonabl\ be reΈned or revised within the scope

of the project; revisiting previous decisions or

questioning underl\ing project assumptions should

generall\ be avoided.

● For formal submissions, comments should be focused

on those aspects of the design that have been reΈned

or otherwise addressed as a result of a previous

informal submission (if applicable).

3.4 CRPPLWWHH MHHWLQJV

3.4.1 Meeting Schedule

● The committee shall meet the Έrst and third Tuesda\

of each month in accordance with EDC B\law 20673.

● Additional meetings can be called b\ the chair in

accordance with the MXnicipal GoYernment Act.

● If there are no agenda items, or quorum is not

present, the meeting will be deemed cancelled in

accordance with Council Procedures B\law 18155.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BbE6q1ie5BRt-35G0QM7C4wm-nXuJQEBgrEW9U7-Rkc/edit?usp=sharing
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3.4.2 Quorum

● Quorum is a majorit\ of committee Members, in

accordance with EDC B\law 14054.

3.4.3 ConΉict of Interest Guideline

● A committee member who has a personal relationship

with an applicant, an ownership stake in the project,

and / or has been retained (as a Consultant,

Subconsultant or emplo\ee of a consulting Έrm) to

provide service on the project being reviewed either

informall\ or formall\ b\ EDC must not participate in

an\ deliberations associated with the project.

● Personal and business relationships between an

applicant and a committee member involving projects

not being reviewed b\ EDC do not constitute a conΉict

of interest.

3.4.4 Meetings - General

ThiV iV a neZ VecWion WhaW

inclXdeV geneUal iWemV WhaW

haYe pUeYioXVl\ been miVVed.

● All meetings, for their duration, must be chaired b\ the

chair or vice chair.

● If the chair is not available, the chair shall be given

suΊcient notice shall be given to the vice chair(s)

● If the chair and vice-chair(s) are unable to chair a

meeting, committee members shall nominate, and

elect b\ majorit\, a chair for the duration of the

meeting.
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● All meetings will be held in a h\brid format, with

committee members able to participate in-person or

online.

● If participating online, committee members should

turn their cameras on when interacting with

applicants.

3.4.4 Committee Procedures - Project S\nopses

● At the beginning of each meeting, administration will

provide a project s\nopsis for each submission. The

objective of this s\nopsis is to provide:

● The development / re]oning planner the

opportunit\ to conve\ ke\ information about the

project; its compliance with applicable statutor\

plans and ]oning; and to identif\ ke\ areas for

committee consideration;

● The committee the opportunit\ to clarif\ an\

aspects of the submission;

● The opportunit\ for administration to provide

other information relevant to the submission.

● The s\nopsis shall be provided in private as required

in Section 16(1) of the Freedom of Information and

Protection of Privac\ Act.

PUoYideV impUoYed claUiW\

UegaUding pUojecW V\nopVeV.

AlloZV foU feedback on

pUeYioXV deYelopmenW

applicaWion deciVionV Wo be

pUoYided Wo Whe commiWWee.

3.4.6 Committee Procedures - Public Presentations

● Formal presentations shall be made b\ the applicant

to the EDC in public. Applicants ma\ also elect to

make informal presentations in public, in which case

the procedures in this section will appl\.

ThiV VecWion noZ inclXdeV Whe

neZ infoUmal paWhZa\ in

Zhich applicanWV can pUeVenW

infoUmalV in pXblic and
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● Members of the public ma\ request to speak to an

item on the meeting agenda in accordance with

Council Procedures B\law 18155.

● The sequence for formal presentations shall be as

follows:

● Presentation b\ the applicant (10 minutes

ma[imum. Additional time must be approved b\

the EDC administrative liaison prior to the

meeting.

● Presentation(s) b\ approved public speakers (5

minutes ma[imum per speaker).

● Questions of public speakers b\ the committee

(5 minutes ma[imum per member)

● Questions of the applicant b\ the committee (2

questions per member, additional rounds of

questions at the discretion of the Chair).

● Deliberation b\ the committee.

● Those portions of committee meetings held in public

are part of the public record and ma\ be recorded or

otherwise made accessible to an\one.

poWenWiall\ be e[empW fUom

VXbVeqXenW foUmal UeYieZ.

PUoYideV Ήe[ibiliW\ ZheUe

needed.

3.4.7 Committee Deliberations

● Following a presentation, the committee shall make a

recommendation of ȅsupportȆ or ȅnon-supportȆ.

● Support indicates that the project generall\

meets the EDC principles of urban design and

reΉects good urban planning and design, and

should proceed with no or minimal changes.

● Non-support indicates that the project fails to

AlignV ZiWh Whe neZ

VXbmiVVion paWhZa\V.

RefeUenceV Whe neZ EDC

VXbmiVVion gXide.
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meet the EDC principles of urban design and

reΉects good urban planning and design, in

whole or in part, and signiΈcant design changes

should be considered b\ the applicant.

● Following an informal presentation, the committee

ma\ also make a recommendation that the project be

e[empt from further review (i.e. formal submission).

● If further review is required, the

recommendation should identif\ those aspects

of the design requiring further reΈnement,

which shall form the basis of the applicantȆs

subsequent formal submission.

● Motions shall clearl\ reference the EDC principles of

urban design, wherever possible.

● In addition to a recommendation of support or

non-support, committee motions ma\ include other

recommendations that, while not directl\ applicable to

the speciΈc submission, provide additional value to

the applicant, administration or Council. All motions

provided b\ the EDC must fall within the mandate of

the committee.

● Motions and recommendations are non-binding and

are intended to be used at the discretion of

administration or Council as appropriate.

● Formal submissions receiving a motion of non-support

shall return to EDC onl\ at the discretion of the

applicant; however, the Development OΊcer shall take

into account the recommendations of the committee

prior to the development permit decision.

AlignV ZiWh Whe neZ

VXbmiVVion paWhZa\V.

PUoYideV Whe abiliW\ foU Whe

commiWWee Wo pUoYide

addiWional diUecWion aV needed.
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● The committee shall deliberate and make motions in

public as required b\ the MXnicipal GoYernment Act.

● The committee ma\ emplo\ shared working

documents (e.g. Google Doc) to capture

comments of committee members and assist

with the drafting of a motion.

● Shared working documents shall not be used for

private communication between committee

members.

● A motion drafted in a shared working document

shall be displa\ed to all members of the

committee and the public prior to a vote.

3.4.6 Correspondence from the Committee

● Committee motions will be included in

correspondence to the Branch Manager, Development

Services, with copies to the applicant and

development / re]oning planner. At the discretion of

the committee, correspondence will also be forwarded

to other branch managers (e.g, Urban Planning and

Econom\).

● Correspondence regarding re]oning projects shall be

appended to Council Reports prepared b\

administration.

● Correspondence shall be provided to the branch

manager within 48 hours of the meeting.

PUoYideV bUoadeU aZaUeneVV of

EDC UecommendaWionV.
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3.4.7 Correspondence to the Committee

ThiV iV a neZ VecWion WhaW

pUoYideV gXidance foU Zhen

Whe commiWWee UeceiYeV

coUUeVpondence.

● An\ correspondence to the committee shall be

directed to the EDC chair with copies provided to all

committee members within a reasonable time.

● If the letter requires an\ follow-up actions from the

committee/chair, it shall be added to the committee's

agenda for their ne[t meeting so the committee can

discuss and pass an appropriate motion to authori]e

the chair to respond.

● The chair shall prepare a response with the support of

administration as needed. The letter must be

approved b\ committee motion, and will become part

of the meeting minutes for future reference.

3.4.8 Committee Feedback

ThiV iV a neZ VecWion WhaW

faciliWaWeV feedback on

pUeYioXV deYelopmenW

applicaWion deciVionV, and

alloZV Whe commiWWee Wo

commXnicaWe Wo CoXncil on

oWheU XUban deVign maWWeUV.

● Administration ma\ undertake a review of built

projects previousl\ reviewed b\ the EDC to evaluate

the impact of committee recommendations.

● The committee ma\, at its discretion, ma\ prepare

memos and reports to Council on matters of urban

design within its established mandate.

4.0 ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

4.1 AOO MHPbHUV

● Attending meetings and contributing in a constructive,

respectful and professional manner in accordance

with the committeeȆs mandate, function and scope.
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● Committee Members ma\ attend meetings through

remote participation in accordance with Council

committees B\law 18155.

● If members are unable to attend meetings a minimum

of 24 hours notice should be provided to the chair /

vice-chair.

● If unforeseen or emergenc\ situations arise, members

must provide notice as soon as reasonabl\ possible.

● Abiding b\ ConΉict of Interest Guidelines and

conducting themselves in accordance with all relevant

Cit\ Policies and B\laws.

● Liaising regularl\ with their respective organi]ations

(as appropriate) to report back on the work of the

committee and support the recruitment of new

members.

● Member position descriptions are included in

APPENDIX ii.

4.2 CKaLU

● Providing input to the EDC administrative liaison on

recommended project e[emptions.

● Facilitating e·ective and eΊcient meetings, ensuring

committee members act in accordance with the

mandate, function and scope of the committee, as

well as all relevant Cit\ Policies and B\laws (Refer to

Appendi[ vi for meeting script)

● Overseeing the approval of public speakers and

managing the participation of speakers during

committee meetings.

ThiV iV a neZ UefeUence Wo

aVViVW boWh chaiUV and

Yice-chaiUV.
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● Managing committee member attendance and

quorum.

● Preparing correspondence to the branch manager.

● Receiving and responding to correspondence

forwarded to the committee.

● Providing basic orientation and training to new

committee members.

● Conducting annual member evaluations with

vice-chairs. Member evaluation criteria is included in

APPENDIX iii.

● Facilitating the preparation and presentation of an

Annual Work Plan, EDC Annual Report and Chair

Membership Report.

● Representing the committee at Council and in the

public domain.

● Calling special meetings as required.

AlignV ZiWh changeV in oWheU

VecWionV.

4.3 VLFH CKaLUV

● The committee shall have two vice-chairs.

● Supporting the chair during meetings (including

assuming the role of chair as needed).

● Conducting annual member evaluations with the chair.

4.4 SXbFRPPLWWHHV

● Subcommittees ma\ be established b\ the EDC to

assist in the performance of the committeeȆs duties,

including but not limited to the preparation of an

Annual Work Plan for the committee.

● The composition and function of the subcommittees
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shall be in general accordance with the EDC B\law

20673.

● The work of the subcommittee shall be conducted in

public in accordance with the MXnicipal GoYernment

Act.

● A sample subcommittee terms of reference is included

in APPENDIX iv.

4.5 EDC AGPLQLVWUaWLYH LLaLVRQ

● Verif\ing completeness of EDC submissions,

identif\ing areas of clariΈcation and other information

that might beneΈt the committeeȆs review.

● Scheduling formal and informal presentations.

● Reviewing recommendations for project e[emptions /

coordinating with the EDC chair.

● Preparing and distributing agendas and minutes for

committee and subcommittee meetings. Agendas

shall be posted a minimum of 10 da\s prior to an\

meeting.

● Booking meeting space and catering, and providing

audio/visual support.

● Conducting elections for chair and vice-chair.

● Assisting the OΊce of the Cit\ Clerk with recruitment

and other requests.

● Liaising with members of the public requesting to

speak at committee meetings.

● Providing administrative and other support to the

chair and committee relating to such matters as

annual reporting, training, member evaluation, and

AlignV ZiWh changeV in oWheU

VecWionV.
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Council outreach.

● Addressing inquiries and FOIP requests.

● Distributing correspondence to committee members

and, as needed, supporting the chair in preparing

responses.

● Processing honoraria, e[penses and other Έnancial

management.

AlignV ZiWh changeV in oWheU

VecWionV.

4.6 DHYHORSPHQW / RH]RQLQJ SOaQQHU

● Receiving formal submissions and conΈrming

completeness.

● Preparing recommendations for project e[emptions.

● Preparing and presenting project s\nopses for each

submission at EDC meetings.

● Receiving recommendations from the EDC. Unless

otherwise speciΈed in the Zoning-B\law, the

recommendations shall be applied solel\ at the

discretion of the Development planner / Re]oning

planner.

● Providing other information as needed to the

committee.

AlignV ZiWh changeV in oWheU

VecWionV.

4.8 EOHFWLRQV

● Elections for new chair and vice-chairs shall take place

at the beginning of each term in accordance with

APPENDIX v.

● Committee members must be present or available

through remote participation to take part in elections.
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4.9 MHPbHU OULHQWaWLRQ aQG TUaLQLQJ

● New members will be provided basic orientation and

training relating to the mandate, function and scope of

EDC prior to the start of each term.

4.10 MHPbHU EYaOXaWLRQ

● The evaluation of committee members will occur on

an annual basis as directed b\ the OΊce of the Cit\

Clerk and in accordance with Cit\ Polic\ C575D.

● The evaluations will be conducted b\ the chair and

vice-chair(s).

● Membership evaluation criteria are included in

APPENDIX iii.

● A summar\ of the evaluations are to be included in the

Annual Membership Report.

5.0 ANNUAL PLANNING AND REPORTING

5.1 AQQXaO WRUN POaQ aQG BXGJHW

● The committee will prepare an annual Work Plan in

accordance with Cit\ Polic\ C575.

● The committee will provide recommendations to

administration on the establishment of the annual

EDC budget.

● The chair will prepare an EDC Annual Report, in

accordance with Cit\ Polic\ C575, which includes the

Annual Work Plan and the annual EDC budget.

● The EDC Annual Report will be presented b\ the chair

to Council on an annual basis.
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5.2 AQQXaO MHPbHUVKLS RHSRUW

● The chair will prepare an Annual Membership Report

in accordance with Cit\ Polic\ C575D.

● The Chair Membership Report will be presented b\ the

chair to Council on an annual basis.













ASSeQdL[ LY / SaPSOe SXbcRPPLWWee TeUPV Rf RefeUeQce
USGaWHG JXQH 9 2021

NaPe PROLcLHV aQG PURcHGXUHV RHYLHZ SXbcRPPLWWHH

T\Se SWaQGLQJ CRPPLWWHH

PXUSRVe TR aVVLVW WKH EGPRQWRQ DHVLJQ CRPPLWWHH (EDC) LQ WKH SHUIRUPaQcH RI LWV GXWLHV,
XQGHUWaNH a UHYLHZ RI cXUUHQW EDC SROLcLHV aQG SURcHGXUHV.

MeeWV LaVW TXHVGa\ RI HacK PRQWK, RU aV aJUHHG WR b\ WKH SXbcRPPLWWHH.

ReSRUWV WR EDC, aW a IUHTXHQc\ WR bH GHWHUPLQHG b\ EDC.

ChaLU EDC MHPbHU VHOI-VHOHcWHG IURP WKH SXb-cRPPLWWHH.

MePbeUVhLS NRW OHVV WKaQ 4 PHPbHUV aQG QR JUHaWHU WKaQ 6 PHPbHUV. PHUVRQV RXWVLGH RI EDC Pa\
bH aSSRLQWHG WR WKLV SXb-cRPPLWWHH.

TeUPV TKHUH aUH QR WHUP OLPLWV.

PURcedXUeV SSHcLıc WR WKLV CRPPLWWHH, aV GLUHcWHG aQG aSSURYHG b\ EDC:
● UQGHUWaNH a UHYLHZ RI EDC PROLcLHV aQG PURcHGXUHV LQ accRUGaQcH ZLWK a ZRUNSOaQ

MRLQWO\ GHYHORSHG b\ WKH SXb-cRPPLWWHH aQG CLW\ AGPLQLVWUaWLRQ.
● EQJaJH ZLWK aĳHcWHG VWaNHKROGHUV aQG VROLcLW LQSXW IURP WKH SXbOLc aV QHcHVVaU\.
● RHJXOaUO\ UHSRUW bacN WR WKH CRPPLWWHH RQ WKH RQJRLQJ SURJUHVV RI WKH UHYLHZ.
● AW WKH cRQcOXVLRQ RI WKH UHYLHZ, PaNH UHcRPPHQGaWLRQV WR EDC, LQcOXGLQJ SRWHQWLaO

aPHQGPHQWV WR B\OaZ #14054.

GHQHUaO PURcHGXUHV:
● MHHWLQJV WR bH KHOG LQ SXbOLc, ZLWK aJHQGaV aQG PLQXWHV SRVWHG RQ WKH EDC ZHbVLWH

LQ accRUGaQcH ZLWK EGPRQWRQ DHVLJQ CRPPLWWHH SWaQGaUGV aQG PURcHGXUHV.

SXSSRUW CLW\ AGPLQLVWUaWLRQ ZLOO SURYLGH aGPLQLVWUaWLYH aQG RWKHU VXSSRUW WR WKH SXb-cRPPLWWHH,
LQcOXGLQJ bXW QRW OLPLWHG WR, SOaQQLQJ aQG IacLOLWaWLQJ HQJaJHPHQW, XQGHUWaNLQJ WHcKQLcaO
aQaO\VHV aQG SUHSaULQJ GUaIW SROLcLHV aQG SURcHGXUHV IRU cRQVLGHUaWLRQ b\ WKH
SXb-cRPPLWWHH. TKH SXbcRPPLWWHH Pa\ aOVR bH VXSSRUWHG b\ aQ EDC LQWHUQ (RU LQWHUQV)
aV WKRVH RSSRUWXQLWLHV Pa\ aULVH.
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NRWHV WR WKH RHadHU

ThiV dUafW VXbmiVViRQ gXide haV beeQ SUeSaUed b\ Whe EdmRQWRQ DeVigQ

CRmmiWWee (EDC), ZiWh Whe aVViVWaQce Rf CiW\ Rf EdmRQWRQ admiQiVWUaWiRQ, WR

SURYide a mRUe cXUUeQW aQd URbXVW fUameZRUk fRU Whe VXbmiVViRQ aQd eYalXaWiRQ

Rf EDC VXbmiVViRQV. ThiV ZRUk iV beiQg XQdeUWakeQ aV SaUW Rf Whe 2024-25 EDC

WRUk PlaQ ZiWh Whe iQWeQWiRQ Rf UeSlaciQg Whe cXUUeQW EDC SUiQciSleV Rf XUbaQ

deVigQ, Zhich ZeUe RUigiQall\ deYelRSed iQ 2005 iQ cRQjXQcWiRQ ZiWh Whe

eVWabliVhmeQW Rf Whe EdmRQWRQ DeVigQ CRmmiWWee.

FRU mRUe iQfRUmaWiRQ RQ Whe EDC WRUk PlaQ SleaVe YiViW ZZZ.edmRnWRn.ca/edc.

http://www.edmonton.ca/edc
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1.0 IQWURdXcWLRQ
The Edmonton Design Committee (EDC) is committed to working with

proponents in presenting their proposed projects to the Committee. We regard

this process as a collaborative one, where we endeavour to work together with a

continued commitment to designing projects to enhance city urban form and

function; strengthen our neighbourhoods and local character; shape new

districts; protect and leverage the value of our built environment; and create

vibrant, dynamic, and appealing places to live and work.

The purpose of the EDC is not to provide recommendations on detailed design;

but rather, to assess and seek common ground with respect to the unique

qualities of each project and how they support good urban design, placemaking

and city-building.

1.2 PULQcLSOHV RI UUbaQ DHVLJQ

The Edmonton Design Committee has adopted SUinciSleV of XUban deVign (the

ȅwhatȆ and the ȅwhyȆ) (Figure 1) and ke\ deVign SUioUiWieV (the ȅhowȆ) (Figure 2)

that not only reΉect current best practice in urban design, placemaking and

city-building, but also align with ConnectEdmonton and translate the policy

intentions of The City Plan (Belong, Live, Thrive, Access, Preserve and Create) into

more speciΈc urban design principles and priorities.

2.0 MaNLQJ a SXbPLVVLRQ WR EDC

There are two pathways to making a submission to EDC:

PaWhZa\ 1 / Formal submission only

PaWhZa\ 2 / Informal and formal submission (preferred)

Pathway 1 involves proceeding directly to a formal submission, providing the

SUojecW deVign anal\ViV and a completed deVign naUUaWiYe.

Pathway 2 involves providing the required information in a two-step process.

For the informal submission, the applicant will provide the project design

analysis and the design narrative (to schematic level) for review by the

Committee.
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Figure 1

EDC PULQcLSOHV RI UUbaQ DHVLJQ

AXWKHQWLc aQd meaQiQgfXl

CelebUaWiQg SeRSle, cXlWXUeV, QaWXUal aQd bXilW heUiWage aQd
climaWe Zhile SURmRWiQg Whe eYRlXWiRQ Rf cXlWXUe fRU geQeUaWiRQV
WR cRme.

HHaOWK\ aQd iQclXViYe

CUeaWiQg Vafe aQd ZelcRmiQg SlaceV fRU SeRSle Rf all cXlWXUeV,
iQcRmeV, ageV, abiliWieV aQd geQdeUV.

AWWUacWLYH aQd hXmaQ-Vcaled

CUeaWiQg a cRmfRUWable, Zell-Vcaled SXblic Uealm WhaW VXSSRUWV
ZalkabiliW\ aQd cUeaWeV a memRUable ciW\ image.

CRQQHcWHd aQd Zalkable

IQWegUaWiQg Whe mRYemeQW Rf SeRSle ZiWhiQ Whe SXblic Uealm
acURVV a mXlWiWXde Rf mRdeV, V\VWemV aQd VcaleV, ZiWh a fRcXV
RQ ZalkiQg aQd ZheeliQg.

RHVLOLHQW aQd VXVWaiQable

FaciliWaWiQg XUbaQi]aWiRQ WhaW VXSSRUWV eQeUg\ WUaQViWiRQ aQd
climaWe UeVilieQce, aQd UedXceV RXU ecRlRgical fRRWSUiQW.

VLbUaQW aQd WhUiYiQg

EQabliQg diYeUVe acWiYiWieV, ameQiWieV, aQd XVeV WhaW cRQWUibXWe
WR liYel\, SeRSle-fRcXVed SlaceV.
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Figure 2

EDC KH\ DHVLJQ PULRULWLHV

CRQWH[W - CRmSaWibiliW\ ZiWh Whe XQiTXe TXaliWieV Rf Whe ViWe VXch aV bXilW fRUm,

QaWXUal V\VWemV, WRSRgUaSh\ aQd climaWe. PaUWicXlaU aWWeQWiRQ VhRXld be diUecWed

WR maVViQg aQd Whe XVe Rf aSSURSUiaWe VeWbackV, WUaQViWiRQV, cRQQecWiRQV, aV Zell

aV Whe fXWXUe aUea cRQWe[W (i.e. fXWXUe SURRΈQg).

HXPaQ-cHQWHUHd dHVLJQ - A SUimaU\ fRcXV RQ Whe QeedV aQd deViUeV Rf XVeUV

aQd Whe SXblic, eQVXUiQg TXaliW\ Rf life WhURXgh cRmfRUW, fXQcWiRQaliW\ aQd

aeVWheWic SleaVXUe. HXmaQ-ceQWeUed deVigQ iV cUiWical WR meeWiQg CRXQcilȆV

SUiRUiWieV Rf cUeaWiQg YibUaQW, iQclXViYe aQd VXVWaiQable cRmmXQiWieV.

IQWHJUaWLRQ, LQQRYaWLRQ aQd H[cHOOHQcH - The SlaQQiQg aQd deVigQ Rf bXildiQgV,

laQdVcaSeV aQd iQfUaVWUXcWXUe Zill emSlR\ aQ iQWegUaWed V\VWemV aSSURach,

embUace cRllabRUaWiRQ, aQd VWUiYe fRU iQQRYaWiRQ aQd deVigQ e[celleQce -

cRQWUibXWiQg WR EdmRQWRQȆV UeSXWaWiRQ aV a leadeU iQ XUbaQ deVigQ.

Informal submissions Zill be continued to be made in private unless the applicant

elects to present in public. In this situation, the committee ma\ make a motion to

e[empt the applicant from a subsequent formal submission. If a formal submission

is required, the applicant Zill be directed to focus on those aspects of the design

revised in response to EDC recommendations made at the informal stage.

This pathway is preferred by the Committee as it provides the applicant the

opportunity to incorporate EDC recommendations early in the design process.

3.0 SXbPLVVLRQ RHTXLUHPHQWV

The two key components of an EDC submission are the SUojecW deVign anal\ViV

and a deVign naUUaWiYe.

Applicants are also required to submit information provided to the Cit\ as part of the

development approval process, including (but not limited to) te[t provisions and
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draZing appendices (for re]oning applications) and sun / shadoZ studies (for

development permit applications).

3.1 PURMHcW DHVLJQ AQaO\VLV

The project design analysis includes a project overview and a site and

neighbourhood analysis. For a typical development permit submission the

project design analysis should be no more than 5-8 pages.

PURMHcW OYHUYLHZ

The project overview is to provide a high-level overview of the key planning and

design project components and how these components reΉect and enhance the

surrounding area and contribute to the economic, social, and environmental

vitality of the city. The overview should include:

Base development information, including:

● A description of the project, including major statistics (e.g. height, density

and parking), address, size, current zoning and planning history (e.g.,

previous approvals) - with copies of relevant documents.

● A location map, aerial views, and site photos that illustrate the site location

and surrounding site context.

Key planning and design drivers, including:

● An overview of the program brief and key functional requirements.

● Compliance with relevant statutory plans and / or zoning, clearly identify

areas of non-compliance and rationale.

● A summary of the engagement process with community and client groups

and any key feedback; and

● A brief design narrative, identifying the key project objectives and an

assessment of why the project exempliΈes good urban design.

SLWH aQd NHLJKbRXUKRRd AQaO\VLV

The site and neighbourhood analysis is to provide an illustrative overview of the

key project analysis and how the analysis relates to the project and surrounding

context; has been used to establish meaningful planning and design responses
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and decision-making; optimizes form and function; acknowledges, capitalizes,

and integrates site networks and the complex relationships between people,

built form, and the site; and aligns with the guiding principles. The overview

should include:

EVVence & ChaUacWeU ȁ An illustrative overview of the key essences (e.g., the

predominant colours, textures, patterns, materials, forms, sounds and activities

that occur in the surrounding natural and built environment) and authentic

character components (e.g., direct or indirect design approaches that establish

relevance, meaning, originality, vitality and positive sense of place).

DeVign FUameZoUk ȁ An illustrative overview of the key planning and design

responses that enhance the visual quality or legibility of the project within the

surrounding neighbourhood context, and how they support the relationships

and interface with the surrounding context and enhance the sense of place. The

design framework should address key aspects of diVWUicW (how does the project

relates to the block, neighbourhood, community, or city with respect to existing

and future zoning and planning, and integrating areas of recognizable and

common character), landmaUkV (how does the project relate and enhance

surrounding reference points, destinations, and wayΈnding), nodeV (how does

the project interface with the public realm and enhance surrounding focal

points, key intersections, etc.), edgeV (how does the project interface with the

public realm and enhance the surrounding natural and built boundaries) and

connecWiYiW\ (how does the project interface with the public realm and

existing/future forms of movement (e.g., roads, walkways, public transit, bicycle

routes, etc.) and promote connectivity, walkability, vibrancy, accessibility and

inclusivity. Other design framework considerations include:

● SenVoU\ ȁ The visual, auditory, tactile, olfactory aspects of the site and

surrounding context (type, duration, intensity, and quality (+ or -)) that have

been identiΈed and addressed in the project.

● HXman & CXlWXUal ȁ The cultural, psychological, behavioural, and

sociological aspects related to well-being and human experience; activities,

human relationships, patterns of human characteristics (+ or -); indigenous

or cultural/heritage engagement and application; human-centric/human

scaled aspects related to the neighbourhood, street, built form and site; and
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CPTED considerations and applications that have been identiΈed and

addressed in the project.

● AdaSWaWion and ReVilienc\ ȁ The processes or actions applied to support

the project and surrounding context and/or design components

incorporated to anticipate and mitigate variation in climate and changes to

the surrounding context. For example, built form orientation and features

(courtyards, forecourts, canopies, etc.); low energy/low impact/durable

building features and materials; hardscape applications; site design (e.g.,

low impact development applications); project staging and future potential

changes to the surrounding context; etc.

3.2 DHVLJQ SWUaWHJ\

Applying the project design analysis, describe and illustrate the key urban design

responses that evoke a sense of place and enhance the surrounding context and

urban experience. The strategy must clearly communicate the key planning and

design drivers; how the design responds to the project's architectural, historical,

cultural, and social context; how the design addresses the principles of urban

design and key design priorities; and how the urban design responses achieve

the project objectives and exemplify good urban design.

The design strategy will utilize plans, elevations, 3-d views, renderings and/or

diagrams (preferably annotated) to address and describe:

BXilW foUm - Scale, massing, transitions and other considerations which relate to

the surrounding context and design framework, while supporting densiΈcation,

diversiΈcation of housing options, etc.

SiWe deYeloSmenW - Key components (hardscape, softscape, gathering spaces,

amenity areas, site furniture, amenities and features (e.g., fencing, lighting,

public art, etc.)) and their form, seasonal (e.g., winter) considerations/variation,

materials, textures, and colours (i.e. design essences and character), and analysis

and assessment. Proposed o·-site improvements (administered through

Servicing Agreements or Municipal Improvement Agreements) should also be

noted.

PXblic Uealm inWeUface -The building/public realm interface with a focus on

establishing a human-scaled environment that promotes animation, social
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interaction, vibrancy, walkability, and various forms of deΈned and mixed-use

ground Ήoor experiences; and supports essence, character, and sense of place.

MaWeUialiW\ - Built form components, materials, cladding, Έnishes, colours,

signing, and lighting incorporating design essences/character, analysis, and

assessment. The submission should include all building elevations, in colour, to

assist Zith this assessment.

LighWing - The general design intent relating to building and site lighting, with a

focus on the public realm and the public realm interface. The submission should

include annotated site plans and building elevations, product cut sheets and/or

nighttime renderings.

Signage - The general design intent relating to building and site signage, with a

focus on the public realm and the public realm interface. The submission should

indicate the general location, si]e, t\pe and construction (e.g., materials, illumination,

etc.)

SXVWainabiliW\ - Key environmental, social, and economic principles (e.g., energy

performance, materials, climate resilience, and energy transition) applied to

building and site development

ConnecWiYiW\ - Site access and circulation (active modes and vehicular),

accessibility, inclusivity, and active modes of transportation at the site level.

FXWXUeSUooΈng - Staged development and futureprooΈng of potential issues or

opportunities that a·ect either the project development or surrounding context.

For a typical development permit submission, the design strategy deliverable

should be no more than 8-10 pages. Applicants are strongly encouraged to rely

mainly on drawings and images and avoid excessive text.

4.0 FRUPaW

The EDC submission shall be prepared in 11 x 17Ȋ landscape format and

provided in PDF format. File sizes should not exceed 25 MB, and be saved at a

suΊcient resolution to ensure drawing notes and annotations are easy to read

on a desktop or desktop display without excessive zooming or scrolling.



10 City of Edmonton _ Urban Planning and Economy _ EDC 2024-25 WRUN POaQ PhaVe 1 WhaW We DLd ReSRUW _ Appendix B

5.0 EYaOXaWLRQ

The design narrative will serve as the basis for the committeeȆs evaluation, with

particular attention focused on:

● How the design responds to the key planning and design drivers, including

the project brief, zoning requirements, client / community engagement

(both opportunities and constraints) and design narrative;

● How the design responds to the project's architectural, historical, cultural,

and social context (i.e. the project design analysis);

● How the design addresses the principles of urban design and employs the

key design priorities; and ultimately

● How well the urban design responses achieve the stated project

objectives and exempliΈes good urban design.
















