
Reconnecting With Hidden 
Waters





• Flood Risk

• Relies on expensive built 
infrastructure to mitigate 
storm surges and other 
climate events



The further 
back history

• Development has 
built over pre-existing 
waterways

• Urban growth has 
eroded natural 
connections to the 
river
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Restoration of Cheonggyecheon River, Seoul

• Selective “de-urbanization” 
improves access and 
connection to nature

• Ecosystem services, 
Cooling, improves air 
quality, reduces 
flooding/drought, 
biodiversity

• Improved traffic congestion, 
walkability, and public 
transport initiatives



Uncas School 
Wetland
• Cost 300K

• Students from local Elementary 
and UofA Ecology Department

• Kids study ecosystems and 
animals like frogs in real life 
and build connection to place 
and knowledge



Thank You!

Thank You!
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