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URBAN PLANNING AND ECONOMY Memorandum
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December 8, 2025 Reference No.: 624228750-003
To: City Council

From: Kim Petrin, Deputy City Manager, Urban Planning and Economy

Subject: Notice of Intention to Designate the Wood Residence as a

Municipal Historic Resource (12530 - 109A Avenue NW)

SUMMARY

This memo initiates the process to designate a historic resource, the Wood Residence, at the
owner’s request, as a Municipal Historic Resource in accordance with the Historical Resources
Act.

CURRENT ACTIONS (Immediate)

1. That a Notice of Intention to Designate a Municipal Historic Resource, as set out in
Attachment 1, be served on the owners of the property located at 12530 - 109a Avenue
NW in accordance with Section 26 of the Alberta Historical Resources Act, RSA 2000, c
H-9."

2. That the City Manager be appointed to implement matters arising from the issuance of
the Notice of Intention to Designate the Wood Residence as a Municipal Historic
Resource, as set out in Attachment 1.

FUTURE ACTIONS (At least 60 days after the Notice of Intention to Designate is served)

1. Pursuant to the provisions of the Alberta Historical Resources Act, RSA 2000, c H-9, a
Bylaw to Designate the Wood Residence as a Municipal Historic Resource (the “Bylaw”)
will be brought forward to Council for their consideration.

2. If approved, the Bylaw and corresponding Rehabilitation Incentive and Maintenance
Agreement will contemplate funding of up to $100,000 to be provided from the
Heritage Resources Reserve to fund City-funded work on the Wood Residence, as
described in Attachment 5.

BACKGROUND

The Wood Residence is on the Inventory of Historic Resources in Edmonton, and merits
designation under City Policy C450B - Policy to Encourage the Designation and Rehabilitation
of Municipal Historic Resources in Edmonton. The building was constructed in 1923, and
features Arts and Crafts style influences.

' On November 26, 2019, City Council passed amendments to the City Administration Bylaw, delegating
approval of Notices of Intention to Designate (NOI) under the Historical Resources Act (HRA) to the City
Manager, where the owner consents to the designation of their property. The NOI initiates the designation
process under the Historical Resources Act; the final decision on designation remains with City Council by
way of a bylaw.
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On December 1, 2025, the owners completed the application requirements to have the Wood
Residence, located at 12530 - 109a Avenue NW designated as a Municipal Historic Resource
under the provisions of City Policy C450B.

If designated, any future renovation of the Wood Residence will be required to meet the
Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada.

The designation of this property will support its proper restoration and continued protection
in the future.

BUDGET/FINANCIAL

If the Bylaw is approved, and upon completion of the project phases as outlined in
Attachment 5, the Heritage Resources Reserve will pay the owner up to $100,000 for
rehabilitation. The current Reserve balance is sufficient to cover the committed funding,
including the Wood Residence.

The total estimated cost of the restoration work for the project is $247,540. Beyond the
$100,000 grant from the Heritage Resources Reserve, the owner is responsible for all costs of
the restoration work for the project.

Administration is considering a number of potential heritage designations and projects for
the Reserve funds, which will be brought forward for Council approval as required. Based on
the current commitments, including the Wood Residence, the Reserve balance is anticipated
to be $4.5 million at the end of 2025 and $3.0 million at the end of 2026. The Reserve is
funded by the tax levy on an annual basis ($2.4 million per annum in 2025 and $2.0 million in
2026).

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
Public engagement was not undertaken as part of this process, as it is not required under the
Historical Resources Act.

KP/lk

cc:  Executive Leadership Team
Aileen Giesbrecht, City Clerk, Office of the City Clerk
Michael Gunther, Acting City Solicitor, Legal Services
Kent Snyder, Branch Manager, Planning and Environment Services

Attachments:

1. Notice of Intention to Designate the Wood Residence as a Municipal Historic Resource -
Historical Resources Act

Location Map of the Wood Residence

Photographs of the Wood Residence

Heritage Officer's Statement of Significance

Description of City-Funded Work for the Wood Residence
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H H City of Edmonton edmonton.ca
Office of the City Manager 3rd Floor. City Ball
1 Sir Winston Churchill Square NW
Edmonton, AB T5) 2R7

Attachment 1

Notice of Intention to Designate the Wood Residence as a Municipal Historic Resource

HISTORICAL RESOURCES ACT
R.S.A. 2000, cH.-9, as amended, Section 26

TO: Jill Karpinski
12530 - 109A Avenue NW
Edmonton, Alberta
T5M 2H9

Notice is hereby given that sixty (60) days from the date of service of this Notice, The
Municipal Council of The City of Edmonton intends to pass a Bylaw that the original
1923 structure known as the Wood Residence and the land on which such structure is
located, legally described as:

PLAN 1697CL
LOT A

EXCEPTING THEREOUT ALL MINES AND MINERALS

and municipally described as 12530 - 109A Avenue NW, be designated as a
MUNICIPAL HISTORIC RESOURCE under Section 26 of the Historical Resources Act,
as amended from time to time.

AND TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT the Municipal Council of the City of Edmonton

has appointed the City Manager to implement matters arising from the issuance of the
Notice of Intention to Designate a Municipal Historic Resource.

a2

DATED this 23" day of December 2025.

Eddie Robar
City Manager
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Office of the City Manager 3rd Floor. City Ball
1 Sir Winston Churchill Square NW
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Attachment 1
EXPLANATORY NOTE

The above Notice is addressed to the owner of, or person with a legal interest in, the
resource named which the Municipal Council of the City of Edmonton (hereinafter
referred to as the Council) intends to designate, by Bylaw, as a Municipal Historic
Resource under Section 26 of the Historical Resources Act.

EFFECT OF NOTICE

This Notice of Intention protects the historic resource named in it for 120 days from the
date it was served on you. During these 120 days NO PERSON MAY DESTROY,
DISTURB, ALTER, RESTORE OR REPAIR A MUNICIPAL HISTORIC RESOURCE OR
REMOVE ANY HISTORIC OBJECT FROM IT unless they have written approval of the
Council or person appointed by the Council for the purpose.

The Council or the person appointed by the Council, in its or their absolute discretion,
may refuse to grant an approval or may make the approval subject to such conditions,
as they consider appropriate.

Although there is no right of appeal as such against designation as a Municipal Historic
Resource, you are not precluded at any time from writing to the Council, claiming that
the site should not or should cease to be designated. Such claim must demonstrate that
the property to be designated is not of architectural or historical significance. The
evidence provided to support the claim will be carefully considered.

You may also apply by originating application to any judge of the Court of King’s Bench
for an Order shortening the 120 days of protection.

After 120 days the Notice ceases to have any effect, unless the Council has revoked it
sooner, or the court has shortened the period, or unless the Council has passed a
Bylaw designating the resource permanently.
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Location Map for the Wood Residence
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Photographs of the Wood Residence

A

Front (south) elevation of the Wood Residence.
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Front and side (east) elevation of the Wood Residence.
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Side (west) elevation of the Wood Residence.
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Statement of Significance for the Wood Residence (12530 - 109A Avenue NW)
Description of Historic Place

The 1923 Wood Residence is a one- and one-half storey dwelling with Arts and Crafts
design influences in the Westmount neighbourhood. The dwelling is clad in metal siding
which is covering the original wood siding, and features wooden shake cladding skirting
around the house. The front (south) elevation features a wide, enclosed verandah. The
Wood Residence is situated beside two designated Municipal Historic Resources: the
Griffith Residence at 12526 - 109A Avenue NW (designated in 2018) and the Hunt
Residence at 12520 - 109A Avenue NW (designated in 2016), both of which were
constructed in 1922.

Heritage Value

The Wood Residence is valued for its association with the early residential development
in Edmonton’s Westmount neighbourhood. It is further valued for its position along 109A
Avenue NW beside the two designated Municipal Historic Resources mentioned above.

Indigenous use and settlement

The land now occupied by the City of Edmonton was used for thousands of years by
Indigenous peoples. In 1670 the Hudson’s Bay Company received a royal charter for
the vast Rupert’s Land (most of what is now western Canada) without any regard for the
sovereignty of Indigenous nations. The Dominion of Canada purchased Rupert’s Land
in 1870 and in 1876 signed Treaty 6 with Indigenous leaders in what is now
Saskatchewan. The following year Indigenous chiefs in the Edmonton region signed
adhesions to the treaty. The Edmonton area was subsequently legally divided into a
series of river lots oriented towards the North Saskatchewan River and surrounding
agricultural townships.

Just north of River Lot 2 (which became known as the Groat Estate because it was
owned by former Hudson’s Bay Company employee Malcolm Groat) and just west of
the Hudson’s Bay Company Reserve was land that was originally owned by John
Norris. Born in Scotland in 1827, John entered HBC service in 1849 and learned to
speak fluent Cree. In 1854, while at Fort Pitt in what is now Saskatchewan, he married
Marie Kayatowin Pelletier, the daughter of a Cree father and Métis mother. They had a
large family and by the early 1860s were living in the Edmonton region. After Treaty 6,
Marie received treaty annuities as a Edmonton and District Straggler — an administrative
category created for First Nations people who were not part of a particular band. John
claimed the land north of River Lot 2 in 1882 and it became known as the Norris Estate.
In 1885, Marie withdrew from treaty in order to receive Métis scrip. After her death in
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1891, John had a number of additional children with Euphrosine Plante, a Métis woman
from Lac Ste. Anne. One of these children was Malcolm Norris, one of the “Big Five”
who in 1932 founded the Métis Association of Alberta (now called the Otipemisiwak
Métis Government).

Residential development

John Norris sold part of the Norris Estate to real estate interests who began marketing it
as the Inglewood subdivision in 1905. Extension of the city’s streetcar network up
Edward (later 124) Street prior to World War | stimulated development in the area but a
severe depression devastated Edmonton’s real estate market in 1913. Very little
construction occurred until the early 1920s. The area was marketed towards young
professionals, and was a popular location due to its proximity to the downtown, and
location near the streetcar. The Wood Residence, dating to 1923, is an example of
development in Edmonton’s west end after World War | when market demand was
tentative and resources were limited. It wasn’t until after World War 1l that the area was
fully built out. When the City of Edmonton formalized neighbourhood boundaries across
the city in the early 1980s, the portion of the Inglewood subdivision where the Wood
Residence was located became part of the Westmount neighbourhood. The original
Westmount subdivision, registered in 1906, applied to land west of 127 Street and north
of 109 Avenue and was likely named after the Westmount suburb of Montréal.

In 1922, Albert A. Hunt, a clerk with the Alberta Provincial Government, registered a
resubdivision of two west-east residential parcels (Plan RN39B, Block 50, Lots 19-20)
facing 126 Street into three north-south residential parcels (Plan 1697CL, Lots A-C)
fronting 109A Avenue with a narrow alley to the north. In addition to giving Hunt one
more saleable parcel, the resubdivision created shallow lots (50 x 90 foot in an area
where the original lots were 50 x 150 foot) that may have better met home-buyers’
needs in the difficult economic circumstances emerging from the world war.

N. Madsen lived down the street at the Hunt Residence (12520 - 109A Avenue) for a
time. Madsen obtained a permit to construct the dwelling at 12530 - 109A Avenue in
June 1923. Albert A. Hunt was listed on the permit application as the contractor, so he
may have sold the property on which he built the Wood Residence to Madsen. Hunt
also constructed the Hunt Residence mentioned above, located two houses east where
Madsen was residing at the time that the permit was issued.

Ernest and Margaret Wood were the home’s first residents. Born in England in 1899,
Ernest emigrated to Canada in 1918 with his brother Sydney. In 1921 the brothers were
both at university, Ernest studying commerce, presumably at the University of Alberta,
which had started an accounting program in 1916, and Sydney studying law. In October
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1923, Ernest married Margaret (Motty) Robertson. Margaret was the daughter of Harry
H. Robertson, a prominent local criminal lawyer. The 1924 Henderson Directory listed
Ernest at the residence and him being an assistant accountant at the Edmonton Bulletin
newspaper. In October 1924, the couple moved to Portland, Oregon. Within a few years
they moved to England, which had been Ernest’s birthplace. Ernest died in 1968 and
Margaret in 1990, both in Findon, near England’s south coast.

John Starky moved into the home after the Woods’ departure. Starky was employed by
the Crown Coal Company Limited for the year that he occupied the dwelling.

George Riach is the third resident listed in the Henderson’s Directory from 1926 until
1936. George was the manager of Motordome Limited, the Chrysler motor car franchise
for Edmonton and other parts of Alberta north of Red Deer. The Motordome company
was the oldest distributor of Chrysler cars in Western Canada, having commenced
operations in 1921. George was long connected to the business since it was franchised
in this territory in 1914. Also in 1914, Riach occupied another Inventory home that now
carries his name, located at 10988 - 125 Street NW. The Wood Residence was named
after Ernest Wood instead of George Riach to avoid confusion between these two
Inventory resources, located a block away from each other.

Everett Burnett, employed at the Hudson’s Bay Company, is listed as the resident after
1937. William Lumsden, employed as an Assistant Accountant at the Bank of
Commerce, is listed from 1940 onwards.

Architectural Style

The Wood Residence exemplifies a vernacular building with Arts and Crafts influences
as well as some Craftsman design influences. The one- and one-half storey dwelling
has a rectangular plan oriented from south to north. The dwelling has wooden shake
skirting on the first metre of the house and around the verandah, and wood siding which
is covered with metal siding above. Many of the windows have been replaced over the
last century; however they include some decorative elements that are characteristic to
the Westmount historical area (i.e., mullions).

Throughout its history, this area west of 124 Street between 107 and 111 Avenues has
retained a strong sense of architectural character and is noted for its large collection of
original homes, many of which were built between 1911 and 1925. This architectural
landscape was captured in the Westmount Heritage Character Area and Zoning, which
was established in the 1980s and updated in 2018.
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Character-defining Elements

The character defining elements of the 1923 Wood Residence include:

Form, scale, and massing
Arts and Crafts and Craftsman design influences
One- and one-half storey built form

Side-facing, medium-pitch gable roof with lower pitch over the verandah, with
projecting eaves and verges, with open wood soffit along the verges

Centre front dormer with gable roof, exposed brackets, projecting eaves and
verges and double window opening with 8-pane windows on each side

Clapboard siding hidden under metal siding on all elevations and front dormer
Wooden shingle skirting on all elevations

Front verandah along the length of the house; offset front entrance is open and
the remainder of the verandah is closed, with three stuccoed pillars and wood
shingle cladding

Original fenestration pattern with several original windows and storm windows in
various configurations

Embedded brick chimney on southeast corner of the house

Two small extensions on west elevation at north end of building - one with
front-facing gable roof and one with a shed roof
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Description of City-Funded Work for the Wood Residence

Phase | Description of City-Funded Work Estimated Amount
Cost Allocated
1 Foundation: Complete foundation $247,537.50| $100,000.00
replacement
TOTAL | $247,537.50| $100,000.00






