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Neighbourhood Park 
Development Program 
Funding 

 

Recommendation: 

That the November 25, 2011, Financial 
Services report 2011CF3635, 
Neighbourhood Park Development 
Program Funding, be received for 
information. 

Report Summary 

This report is provided as 
information in support of the 
recommendation made in the 
Walterdale Bridge Finance Strategies 
report to provide funding to the 
Neighbourhood Park Development 
Program. 

Report  

The Neighbourhood Park Development 
Program, "Great Spaces, Fun Places" 
continues to receive positive 
endorsement and partner participation 
from community groups and 
organizations interested in improving 
recreation amenities in their local, 
neighbourhood park. 

With nearly three decades of community 
partnership investment in both new and 
redeveloped play spaces and water 
features, groups anticipating partnership 
funding from the City, (six groups are 
fully prepared to start construction in 
2012 with an additional nine anticipating 
partnership support in 2013/2014 to 
date), will not receive funding.  

With the significant majority of capital 
funding for new or growth projects 
already approved by Council, there was 
no funding available in the 2012-2014 

Capital Budget to fund new 
Neighbourhood Park Development 
Program projects. 

However, with strong demand for this 
program in established and new 
neighbourhoods, along with Council's 
previous support to fund the 
Neighbourhood Park Development 
Program shortfall in 2011, 
Administration has recognized a need to 
look at funding new neighbourhood park 
amenities. 

Therefore, Administration is 
recommending that City Council 
consider reallocating $4.277 million from 
profile 09-28-3001 Utilities and Access 
Renewal ($6.21 million) to fund profile, 
12-28-7050 Neighbourhood Parks and 
Outdoor Aquatics Strategy.  This 
reallocation is included in the Walterdale 
Bridge Finance Strategies report 
(2011CF5737) to be considered for 
Council approval.   

Proposed funding directed to 12-28-
7050, Neighbourhood Parks and 
Outdoor Aquatics Strategy, would 
enable groups who have partnered with 
the City to plan, design and raise funds 
for their projects to proceed over the 
coming three years.  These redirected 
monies would be distributed across 
three years as follows:  $1.277 million in 
2012, $1.5 million in 2013, and  
$1.5 million in 2014. Current partnership 
funding from the community is 
conservatively estimated at $2.346 
million.  The reallocation will also allow 
for the inclusion/leveraging of $2.346 
million in partnership funding.  See 
Attachment 1, Revised Profile 12-28-
7050. 

Corporate Outcomes 

This report concentrates on the 
Corporate Goal of Improving 
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Edmonton’s Livability by contributing to 
the following Corporate Outcomes: 
• Established and emerging 

neighbourhoods enjoy parkland that 
meets community needs 

• Services are accessible to all 
citizens 

• Parks and green spaces are safe 
and clean for all citizens 

Budget/Financial Implications 

Profile 09-28-3001, Utilities and Access 
Renewal funding, advanced to 2012, 
will be reallocated to allow for new 
Neighbourhood Park Development 
Program and Outdoor Aquatics 
amenities to proceed over the next 
three year capital budget cycle.  A 
currently funded profile, 12-28-3001, 
Utilities and Access Renewal, will 
continue to enable access and utility 
repairs on parkland to proceed as well.   

Attachments 

1. Revised Profile 12-28-7050 

Others Reviewing this Report 

• L. Cochrane, General Manager, 
Community Services 
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