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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) has been prepared by Trace Associates Inc. on behalf of
IBI Group Inc. (IBI Group) in support of the proposed Emily Murphy Park Renewal Project (Project), within
Edmonton, Alberta. Emily Murphy Park is located at 11904 Emily Murphy Park Road NW (the Park). The
Project occurs in a portion of the Park, which consists of the main recreation area (the Project area). This
EIA was prepared to fulfill the City of Edmontons requirements for environmental reporting and was
conducted in accordance with the North Saskatchewan River Valley Area Redevelopment Plan and projectspecific Terms of Reference, developed by the City of Edmonton.
The Park is located on the North Saskatchewan River and provides the public with amenities, including 29
picnic sites, playground, hand/carry boat launch, and walking and cycling trails. The purpose of the Project
is to renew the existing park roads, parking areas, signage, water line, and water fountain at the Park. During
the planning process, IBI Group and the City of Edmonton identified an opportunity to improve trail
connectivity and are considering the construction of two additional walkway connectors in the northwest and
southeast portions of the Park. The two additional pedestrian walkways will create new disturbances since
they will occur outside of the existing disturbance footprint. Therefore, this change in scope triggered the
requirement for the preparation of an EIA and Site Location Study (report in progress).
This EIA considers the potential for environmental impacts related to the Project. The key elements that were
evaluated include surface water, groundwater, fish habitat, geology/geomorphology, soils, vegetation,
wildlife, and historical resources. The identification of sensitive environmental features and potential impacts
to those features resulting from the proposed development of the Site were used to identify mitigation
strategies designed to avoid, eliminate, or reduce potential environmental impacts. If any residual adverse
impacts were identified after the implementation of the proposed mitigation measure, their significance was
assessed, as well as their potential to contribute to cumulative impacts.
Based upon a desktop assessment and a site visit on October 9, 2020, the Project area consists of
maintained grass areas, with well-spaced trees present in some areas, and natural deciduous forested areas,
with access roads and parking lots. There are no rare vascular plants or rare ecological communities
previously observed in the Park and the site visit was conducted past the survey window to detect any that
may be present. Weed Control Regulation listed weed species noted during the site visit were creeping
(Canada) thistle (Cirsium arvense) and perennial sow-thistle (Sonchus arvense). Common caragana was
also noted, however, the species is not listed under the Regulation.
The habitat of the Project area and much of the Park is suitable for many bird and wildlife species, and birds
utilize the Park as a wildlife corridor or stopover during spring and fall migrations, and year-round movement
of resident species. There are no watercourses, waterbodies, or wetlands within the area of the Project, and
the nearest fish habitat is within the North Saskatchewan River. Surface drainage flows to the northeast
following the dominant slope, through the riparian area and into the North Saskatchewan River. The soils
within the Project area are likely disturbed from past construction and reworking of the Groat Road Bridge
and Emily Murphy Road.
The proposed Project will result in minimal impacts to soils, vegetation and wildlife as the proposed upgrades
are located on previously disturbed areas (e.g., roads and parking lots) and the proposed new walkways are
located in the maintained grass areas. As such, no trees, native vegetation or wildlife habitat are being
removed as part of the Project. The potential impacts may be fully mitigated through the implementation of
mitigation measures described in this EIA. As such, no residual or cumulative adverse impacts are expected.
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1.0

1

INTRODUCTION

IBI Group Inc. (IBI Group) retained Trace Associates Inc. (Trace) to conduct an Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) for the Emily Murphy Park Renewal Project (the Project). Emily Murphy Park
(the Park) is located at 11904 Emily Murphy Park Road NW, in Edmonton, Alberta (Figure 1). The Park
is located on the south bank of North Saskatchewan River (the River) and provides the public with yeararound recreation amenities. The Renewal Project occurs in a portion of the Park, which consists of the
main recreation area (the Project area).
The purpose of the Project is to renew the existing park roads, parking areas, signage, water line, and
water fountain at the Park (described in detail in Section 4.0). During the planning process, IBI Group and
the City of Edmonton identified an opportunity to improve trail connectivity and are considering the
construction of two additional walkways in the northwest and southeast portions of the Park. The two
additional granular walkways will create new disturbances since they will occur outside of the existing
disturbance footprint. Therefore, this change in scope triggered the requirement for the preparation of an
EIA and Site Location Study (report in progress). The Site Location Study examines the financial, social,
environmental, and institutional opportunities and constraints associated with the Project and provides
background for the City of Edmonton during the determination of whether the Project is considered
essential to occur at the proposed location.
Trace conducted the work under the Subconsulting Services Agreement between IBI Group and Trace,
and in accordance with Traces Environmental Report  General Conditions (Appendix A).
1.1

Objectives

This EIA is prepared in accordance with the North Saskatchewan River Valley Area Redevelopment Plan
(COE, 2018) and project-specific Terms of Reference, developed by the City of Edmonton (2020). The
objectives of this EIA are to:
Describe the proposed project.
Describe the existing environment of the Park, based on desktop and field assessments.
Identify the potential impacts to the existing environment as a result of the Project.
Recommend mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate the potential impacts.
Identify any residual adverse effects, and assess their significance.
Assess the cumulative effects.

2.0

THE PROPERTY

Currently, the Park is intensively used for year-round recreation as part of the North Saskatchewan River
Valley (NSRV) parks system within the City of Edmonton. Amenities at the Park include (COE, n.d.):
Building with washrooms;
Blue emergency telephone;

File Name: 200-3007-01 R01 Rev 1.docx

Environmental Impact Assessment | November 18, 2020
Trace Project No. 200-3007-01

2

Parking;
Sheltered and non-sheltered picnic sites;
Playground;
Small craft boat launch (summer season);
Toboggan hill; and
Walking and cycling trails.
The Park is connected to Emily Murphy Road and Groat Road by an interior road, to the Kinsmen Park by
the Forest Capital Trail, and to Saskatchewan Drive by staircases. The surrounding land use includes
natural (forested), recreational, and residential areas. The Royal Mayfair Golf Club is to the west; and a
protected natural area (forested) is between the Park and the University of Alberta to the southeast,
residential to the south, and Kinsmen Park West to the east. Groat Road wraps around the west and
southwest portions of the Park, while Emily Murphy Road runs along the south end and connects to
Saskatchewan Drive. The River borders the north-northeast boundary of the Park (refer to Figures 1 and 2).
Starting in the 1920s, portions of the Park (this area overlaps with the Project) was part of the
Royal Mayfair Golf Course. In the 1950s, Groat Road Bridge construction was complete, segregating the
land that is now the Park from the golf course. In the 1960s, the transformation of the lands to a city park
was underway, with the construction of roads and buildings within the Park.

3.0

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTEXT

Trace reviewed historical aerial photographs, contour data, publicly-available information, such as
provincial databases, to identify and describe environmental considerations related to the Park. Trace
personnel conducted a site visit on October 9, 2020, to confirm the desktop results as well as to identify
significant natural features on or adjacent to the Park. Historical aerial photographs are presented in
Appendix B and current site photographs are presented in Appendix C.
At a regional level, the Park is located within the Central Parkland Natural Subregion of the Parkland Natural
Region (GOA, 2006). The regional topography consists of undulating till plains and hummocky uplands.
The majority of this Subregion is cultivated with a mosaic of aspen and prairie vegetation on permanent
native areas. Temperature and precipitation characteristics are an intermediate between the cooler moist
boreal forest, and dry, warm grasslands to the south. Plains rough fescue grasslands with clumps of aspen
are the dominant native vegetation in the southern part of the Subregion, while aspen forest dominates
toward the north and west.
The Park is a City of Edmonton Protected Natural Area, and is part of the NSRV park system, which
includes 20 major parks along the River. The River and the associated valley are considered the most
unique natural feature in Edmonton, and large portions are considered to be sensitive to development due
to their importance to the vegetation present and the availability of significant wildlife habitat. The intent of
the NSRV park system, including Emily Murphy Park, is to conserve the natural features, wildlife,
vegetation, and cultural heritage for present and future generations (COE, 1992).
Figure 2 presents the existing conditions and environmental sensitivities of the Project area, which are
described in detail below.
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Surface Water, Groundwater, and Fish Habitat

3.1.1

Surface Water

3

Based on the review of historical aerial photographs (Appendix B), contour data, publicly-available
information and the site visit, there are no watercourses, waterbodies, or wetlands within the area of the
Project. Surface drainage flows to the northeast, through the riparian area and into the River. Based on the
site visit, no stormwater drainage from the surrounding roads, golf course, and developed areas flow
through any surface conveyance infrastructure, such as culverts or swales.
Portions of the Park and Project area are within the floodway and flood fringe of the River (GOA, n.d.)
(Figure 1). If the River experiences high water levels, portions of the Project area may be flooded, and
therefore, may be prone to possible slope instability and erosion (COE, 1992).
3.1.2

Groundwater

No publicly available information currently exists stating groundwater levels within the Park.
3.1.3

Fish Habitat

No fish habitat occurs within the Park or the Project Area based on the site visit observations, as no
watercourses or waterbodies are present. The River along the north boundary of the Park provides habitat
to a diversity of fish species, including a number of sport fishes and forage fishes (Appendix D).
3.2

Geology/Geomorphology and Soils

Based on a review of contour data and observations made during the site visit, portions of the Project area
and the Park are steep, including the slope along the south boundary of the Park and the proposed
southeast walkway adjacent to the access road. The banks from the Park to the River are short
(5 to 6 metres [m]) with moderate to hazardous slopes (7.5 to >15%) (COE, 1992). Other portions of the
Project areas are relatively flat, including the proposed northwest walkway and majority of the manicured
Park area.
The available Agricultural Regions of Alberta Soil Inventory Database (AGRASID) information does not
specify details for soils and describes the soils as, Miscellaneous Undifferentiated; these soils are highly
disturbed and variable in urban areas (AAF, 2020). The NSRV has well documented soil studies
(COE, 1993, 1999; Ealey, 1986); however, no data collection occurred at the Park, including the area of
the Project. Soil data from the Ribbon of Green Master Plan (COE, 1992) indicates the Park is within
moderate to high constraints for soil and geology. Soils in these areas are moderately to highly susceptible
to erosion. In the area of the Project, the soils are likely disturbed from past construction and reworking of
the Groat Road Bridge and Emily Murphy Road.
Trace personnel dug a soil pit during the site visit and found approximately 10 centimetres of sandy loam
over a disturbed subsoil, containing 30% gravel (pea to <pea). The subsoil was found to be very compacted,
and sandy clay loam to sandy clay texture.
Therefore, because of the steeper slopes and soil conditions, there is the potential for slope instability,
erosion, and or sedimentation of the River following a heavy rainfall event.
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Vegetation and Vegetation Communities
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Based on the uPLVI Features data (COE, 2016), aerial photograph review, and the site visit, the Project
area is predominately maintained grass with widely-spaced trees bordered by more intact forest; the
vegetation site types are shown on Figure 2 and listed below:
Maintained grass and deciduous/coniferous trees (white spruce [Picea glauca] leading forests)
Maintained grass areas
Deciduous (balsam poplar [Populus balsamifera]) leading forests)
Deciduous (trembling aspen [Populus tremuloides] leading forests)
The vegetation species identified during the site visit are considered common and widespread within
Alberta (GOA, 2017a). Maintained grass areas include mowed Kentucky bluegrass (Poa pratensis) lawn,
well-spaced balsam poplar and spruce trees, and planted shrub beds. These maintained grass areas are
used in part for picnicking and picnic tables are present throughout the area close to the River.
The intact forested area is present within the northeast portion of the Project area. The intact forest has a
shrub dominated understory, including pin cherry (Prunus pensylvanica), chokecherry (Prunus virginiana),
ground juniper (Juniperus communis), red-osier dogwood (Cornus stolonifera), snowberry
(Symphoricarpos albus), rose species (Rosa sp.) and willow species (Salix sp.). Smooth brome
(Bromus inermis) and star-flowered Solomans seal (Maianthemum stellatum) are also present.
3.3.2

Weed Species

Canada thistle and perennial sow-thistle were observed during the site visit in the planted shrub beds, and
appeared to have been controlled this year based on poor plant health. Both are listed as Noxious in the
Alberta Weed Control Act Regulations (GOA, 2016). A row of common caragana (Caragana arborescens)
is present along the east side of the Park access road, north of the Park welcome sign (Figure 2). While
not a listed weed in the Alberta Weed Control Act Regulations (GOA, 2016), common caragana can
invaded natural areas, outcompeting native species and forming a monoculture.
3.3.3

Rare Plants and Rare Ecological Communities

No previous observations of rare plants or rare plant communities are noted in the Alberta Conservation
Information System (ACIMS) database for the Park or Project Area (AEP, 2019) (Appendix E). The uPLVI
Features data corresponds with the biophysical information in the Ribbon of Green Master Plan
(COE, 1992, 2016), with a mix of low (Class 1) and high sensitivity (Class 3) areas. Class 1 areas are
maintained by City of Edmonton Parks and have a low likelihood of rare plants occurring, whereas Class 3
areas have a high likelihood of rare plants or rare ecological communities occurring.
No rare plants were observed by Trace personnel during the site visit; however, this does not preclude the
possibility of occurrence within the forested areas of the Park. Vegetation management, such as grass
mowing, are not occurring in these areas, and therefore, rare plants may be present. The site visit occurred
after the end of the growing season, which limited Trace personnels ability to detect rare plants as they
would not be in flower and would be in the process of going dormant for the winter.
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Nine wildlife species were reported to the Fish and Wildlife Internet Mapping System (FWMIS) search within
2 kilometres (km) of the Project (Appendix D) (AEP, 2020), five of which are considered Sensitive in Alberta
(AEP, 2015): barred owl (Strix varia), bay-breasted warbler (Setophaga castanea), cape may warbler
(Setophaga tigrina), peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus), and the short-eared owl (Asio flammeus). These
species have the potential to occur within the Park and within the Project area.
eBird, an online database where the public can submit their bird observations for hotspot locations,
identifies 115 observed species within Emily Murphy Park between 1977 and 2020 (eBird, n.d.). Several of
these species are considered of conservation concern in Alberta, based on their rating of Sensitive, May
be at Risk or At Risk on the 2015 General Status of Alberta's Wild Species (AEP, 2015). These include
American white pelican (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos), sandhill crane (Grus canadensis), peregrine falcon
(Falco peregrinus), and northern goshawk (Accipiter gentilis).
The area of the Project and the Park is also located within several wildlife zones/areas
(Appendix D), including:
Sensitive Raptor Range:
Specifically, bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) range.
Bald eagles, and potentially other sensitive and non-sensitive raptors, are common in the area and
potentially are nesting or roosting within the immediate area of the Project area.
There are no known bald eagle nests within 1,000 m of the area of the Project.
Sharp-Tailed Grouse Range:
Setbacks apply to disturbances near known lek sites; however, it is unlikely that an active lek site is
located at or near the Project due to lack of suitable vegetation cover, and the high level of historical
and current disturbances.
Key Wildlife and Biodiversity Zone:
The River, from the south boundary of Edmonton and downstream to the Two Hills, area is identified
as a Key Wildlife and Biodiversity Zone. Emily Murphy Park is within the identified boundaries.
These zones typically occur along major rivers, including the River, as these features contain terrain
variation and site productivity conditions that provide increased levels of biodiversity, and good winter
and spring browsing conditions.
To protect these areas, native vegetation, including forests, should not be cleared in order to conserve
the associated wildlife habitat and prevent erosion.
Activity should be minimized in the winter to avoid displacing wildlife.
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Wildlife Habitat

According to the City of Edmonton 2008 Biodiversity Report, the Park is part of a linkage area, providing
natural connectivity for species, communities or ecological processes between core areas (COE, 2008).
The Ribbon of Green Master Plan states the Park consists of low (Class 1) and high sensitivity (Class 3)
areas for habitat potential (COE, 1992). Class 1 indicates mowed or cleared areas and Class 3 indicates
that the area is a natural forested area.
Due to the popularity of the River valley for naturalist and birding groups, and general inventory reports for
the Park, it is known that the habitat of the area of the Project and much of the Park is suitable for many
bird and wildlife species (eBird, n.d.). Birds utilize the Park and portions of the area of the Project as a
wildlife corridor or stopover during spring and fall migrations, and year-round movement of resident species.
Additionally, portions of the Park are suitable nesting habitat for resident and migratory wildlife species,
including owls. Large mammals, such as deer, may travel through the Park along the River.
Trace personnel observed several dead standing trees throughout the Park that may act as wildlife trees
(Figure 2); however, no cavities were observed.
3.5

Historical Resources

Trace personnel reviewed the provincial Listing of Historical Resources to determine the historical rating of
the Project area (ATC, 2020). The southern portion of the Project area is rated as 5a,p and the northern
portion is rated as 4a.
A Statement of Justification for Historical Resources Act Requirements for project other than small-scale
oil and gas was submitted by The Archaeology Group on April 3, 2020. Subsequently, an Historical
Resources Act Approval was received for the Project on June 9, 2020, providing clearance for the Project
to proceed (Appendix F).
3.6

Environmental Sensitivities

As part of the North Saskatchewan River Valley Area Redevelopment Plan, the City of Edmonton mapped
and assigned an Environmental Sensitivity Score based on multiple datasets. The result is a general rating
system that is based on significant ecological value (assets), physical and cultural constraints to
development, and threats to valued resources. The values of the Environmental Sensitivity Scores are Low
(<0), Moderate (0 to 2), High (3 to 4), Very High (5 to 6), and Extremely High (7 to 12). The areas of the
Park and the Project have Environmental Sensitivity Scores of Moderate to Extremely High (COE, 2018).
Trace personnel reviewed the provincial 2014 Environmentally Significant Areas (ESA) mapping to
determine if any of the Site has been identified as an ESA. ESAs are areas that are important for the
long-term maintenance of biological diversity, physical landscape features, and other natural processes at
multiple-spatial scales (Fiera, 2014). An ESA contains rare or unique elements, or elements that may
require special management consideration due to their conservation needs. The purpose of ESAs is to
assist in identifying environmentally important areas for land use planning processes. They can assist in
identifying areas with higher environmental values for planning processes, but do not replace specific
surveys of indicators (e.g., species occurrences, habitat mapping) (Fiera, 2014). No provincial ESAs are
identified within the Project area.
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THE PROJECT

Appendix G presents the drawing set for the proposed Project, developed by IBI Group. Briefly, the work
consists of improvements and upgrades to:
Granular walkways:
Approximately 180 m of new 1.8 m wide granular walkway construction, in two sections
(west and east).
Portions of roadways:
Approximately 200 m of grading and resurfacing to the 9 m wide access road into the Park from Emily
Murphy Road.
Approximately 800 m of grading and resurfacing to the 6 m wide roads connecting Parking Lots 1, 2,
3, and 4.
Parking Lots:
Approximately 2,400 square metres of grading and resurfacing to Parking Lots 1, 2, 3, and 4.
The water fountain:
Demolition of the water fountain (including landscape remediation) and future installation of a water
bottle fill station at the maintenance building.
Signage:
Replacement of 3 existing park signs, installation of additional 5 new park signs (ID, directional,
information) and 1 pedestrian counter. The existing parking signage may require temporary removal
due to proximity of construction depending on contractor methodology (approximately 56 posts).
Existing parking lots are expected to be used for laydown and staging, and equipment and construction
workers are expected to remain on previously disturbed areas, except for the new walkway construction.

5.0

PROJECT IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES

5.1

Potential Impacts

The impact analysis considers the potential interactions between the project and the above-described
environmental considerations. Project interactions with the environmental considerations may occur
directly as a result of a project activity or component affecting a feature, or indirectly as a result of a change
to another feature. The direction of impacts may be considered as positive (i.e., there is a net benefit),
adverse (i.e., the impact is undesirable) or neutral (i.e., a change occurs, but the effect is neither positive
nor adverse).
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Surface Water, Groundwater, and Fish Habitat

No impacts to surface water, groundwater, or fish habitat are expected to occur as a result of the Project.
There are no watercourses, wetlands, or springs within the Project area, and no activities are proposed
within the River, which is the closest fish habitat present to the Project. The proposed walkways will have
a pervious gravel surface and are proposed to follow the existing contours; therefore, no increased runoff
is expected, and the walkways are not expected to alter drainage patterns within the area. The excavation
for the walkway subgrade is not expected to be deep enough to encounter groundwater, and therefore, no
changes to groundwater level or flow are expected. The new walkway construction will result in temporary
bare soil areas; however, there are densely vegetated areas between the construction and the River, and
no sedimentation is expected to reach the River as a result of the Project.
5.1.2

Geology/Geomorphology and Soils

No impacts to geology/geomorphology are expected to occur as a result of the Project. The majority of the
proposed work is upgrading existing features and the proposed new walkways are expected to follow the
existing contours.
The following impacts to soil may occur as a result of the Project:
Loss of soil: Loss of soil may occur due to water and wind erosion if soil handling from either stripping
or replacement occurs during dry, windy conditions, or if precipitation occurs when bare soils are present.
Soil that is excavated for the walkway footings is expected to be removed from the Park and disposed
of at an appropriate facility or used elsewhere. Soil loss has the potential to negatively impact vegetation
cover and the health of vegetation; however, the areas where soil loss will occur are gravel walkways
that will remain non-vegetated. Therefore, this impact is considered neutral.
Potential alteration of soil quality: Soil quality may be impacted due to admixing as a result of improper
stripping or stockpiling, compaction as a result of heavy equipment, especially on wet soil, potential
contamination as a result of leaky equipment or storage containers, and accidental spills during refueling.
These impacts may occur in areas to be restored after construction, or affect adjacent areas; therefore,
changes in soil quality are considered adverse.
5.1.3

Vegetation

Native vegetation is not expected to be removed as part of the Project, as the new walkways are proposed
in maintained grass areas and the walkways have been aligned so that no trees need to be removed. The
Project will result in the removal of maintained grass areas; however, these areas are dominated by
agronomic species and once construction is completed, any bare soil areas will be seeded with an
appropriate grass seed mix.
The following impacts to vegetation may occur as a result of the Project:
Potential damage or trampling to retained native vegetation in surrounding area: The branches or
roots of adjacent trees may need to be pruned to allow for safe clearance during construction and for the
safety of the future users of the walkways. Construction equipment or workers have the potential to
accidentally damage adjacent vegetation if the equipment or workers leave the project footprint. The
above-ground or root systems of adjacent vegetation may be damaged if care is not taken during
subgrade excavation. Improper management of slash from removed vegetation may affect retained

File Name: 200-3007-01 R01 Rev 1.docx

Environmental Impact Assessment | November 18, 2020
Trace Project No. 200-3007-01

9

vegetation or negatively affect restoration efforts. As the potential damage or trampling may negatively
impact the health of the vegetation, this impact is considered adverse.
Introduction of non-native species: There are non-native species in the area of the Project, including
Canada thistle and perennial sow-thistle. Weed seeds may be brought into the Park by construction
equipment and workers, introducing additional weed populations to the Park and Project area. The bare
soil created by the project has the potential to provide a suitable seedbed for weed species in the area
and an increase in weed abundance may occur, which will negatively affect the native vegetation within
the Park. This impact is considered adverse and not permitted under the Weed Control Act
(GOA, 2017b).
5.1.4

Wildlife

As there is no loss of native vegetation, no loss of wildlife habitat is expected to occur; however, the
following impacts may occur as a result of the Project:
Temporary sensory disturbance during construction: The sensory disturbance (e.g., noise, odours,
lighting) created by the construction equipment and workers may result in avoidance of the Project by
wildlife species. This impact is expected to be temporary, occurring during construction only, and wildlife
usage of the Park and Project area is expected to resume at previous levels once construction is finished.
Considering the potential for future sensory disturbance, the Park is heavily used by the public for
picnicking and other recreational uses, and the Project is not expected to increase the number of public
users. Therefore, wildlife is expected to be tolerant of this level of sensory disturbance. The temporary
disturbance during construction is considered to be adverse.
Potential damage or destruction of nests: Tree branches may be pruned during construction and if
the pruning occurs during the migratory bird nesting period (generally from April 15 to August 31
(GOC, 2018), active nests may be damaged or destroyed. As well, as owls nest in late winter to early
spring, their active nests may be damaged or destroyed. Sensory disturbance from the construction may
cause adults to abandon their nest. This impact is considered adverse.
5.1.5

Historical Resources

As the areas to be excavated are previously disturbed, there is a low likelihood that historical resources
will be impacted during the construction. Although there is a low likelihood, there is still the potential the
historical resources may be present.
5.2

Mitigation Measures

Mitigation measures are identified to control, reduce, or eliminate potential direct or indirect adverse
impacts. As the analysis of cumulative impacts is contingent upon identifying if residual impacts exist
(e.g., impacts that persist after the implementation of mitigation measures), the order laid out in the Terms
of Reference was modified slightly for the purpose of reporting; mitigation measures are presented in
Section 5.2 to demonstrate the rationale for determining residual impact, presented in Section 5.3 and
cumulative effects, presented in Section 5.4. In this EIA, consideration has been given for mitigation
measures that are technically and economically feasible to implement and have previously shown success
in controlling these identified impacts.
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Surface Water, Groundwater, and Fish Habitat

The Project has limited potential to impact surface water, groundwater, or fish habitat within the Project
area or the Park. As such, no impacts are predicted to occur; therefore, no specific mitigation measures
are identified. Erosion and sediment control (ESC) measures are discussed in other sections.
5.2.2

Geology/Geomorphology and Soils

The following mitigation measures will be implemented during and after construction:
Soil loss:
Develop an ESC Plan that meets the City of Edmontons requirements (COE, 2005). The ESC Plan
should be prepared by a qualified professional.
Install ESC measures before construction starts and maintain them during construction to ensure that
they are performing as specified, and remove and dispose of appropriately once soil is stabilized.
Restrict heavy equipment if wet soils conditions occur from excessive precipitation.
Minimize soil disturbance as much as possible to allow walkway construction and upgrades to occur
and to allow for equipment access.
Strip topsoil under dry conditions.
Strip soil in two lifts (top and subsoil) and keep the parent material separate and at least 1 m apart
and covered.
Store the soil within the limits of disturbance for the Project, such as directly adjacent to the new
walkways or in the laydown area.
Return the soil in the same order as excavated and avoid admixing between topsoil and subsoil. After
soils are placed back within the excavations, check for compaction and decompact as required.
Soil quality:
Maintain equipment and inspect for leaks.
Spill kits will be present on site during construction, and refueling stations will be at least 100 m away
from any watercourses or sensitive soils. If spills occur, spill response and reporting measures shall
be implemented immediately.
5.2.3

Vegetation

Implement the following mitigation measures during and after construction:
Potential damage or trampling to retained native vegetation in surrounding area:
Identify the limits of disturbance prior to construction beginning with visible markings, such as flagging,
snow fence, or construction fence. Construction equipment and workers must stay within those limits.
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Implement the tree protection measures described in the Tree Protection Plan (in development),
including retaining an ISA Certified Arborist to carry out any required pruning of branches and to be
on site while excavation is occurring for the new walkway construction to supervise the pruning of
any roots.
Introduction of weeds:
Document any additional weed occurrences prior to surface soil disturbance.
Ensure equipment, vehicles, trailers, and stationary fuel storage is clean and free of soil and weed
seeds before the equipment arrives at the Park to prevent the introduction of weed species from other
areas. Clean the equipment after leaving the Park (before using on another site) to prevent
transporting weed seeds to other areas.
Park equipment and vehicles within the Park boundaries at designated areas and away from known
weed infestations (existing shrub beds).
Conduct weed inspections during construction and restoration phases of the Project to assess if weeds
are a problem, identify issues, and implement appropriate weed control.
Conduct post-construction monitoring to assess post-construction conditions and the success of the
grass seeding.
5.2.4

Wildlife

Implement the following mitigation measures during construction:
Temporary sensory disturbance during construction:
Shut off vehicles and equipment while not in use.
Avoid unnecessary travel on and to and from the Site.
Follow posted speed limits.
Potential damage or destruction of nests:
Plan construction outside of the migratory bird nesting period, which is generally from April 15 to
August 31 (GOC, 2018).
If this period (April 15 to August 31) cannot be avoided for some or all the work, then implement the
following measures:
- Prune branches before April 15 if possible and after conducting a pre-construction sweep for owls.
- Conduct a pre-construction bird nest sweep to identify any active nests within and adjacent to the
Project area and a species-specific buffer must be put into place while construction is occurring. No
construction equipment or workers can enter this buffer until a qualified biologist has identified that
nest is no longer active.
- Do not disturbed or destroy identified nests or other wildlife features (dens, houses, mineral licks,
etc.) during construction.
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If the construction occurs between January 1 and April 15, conduct a wildlife sweep to identify active
owl nests present on branches to be pruned and nearby trees. Owls lay their eggs in late winter to
early spring, and their nests are active through to August 31 as they raise the fledgling owls. As the
Park has large, mature trees, there is suitable nesting habitat for owls present. If a potential or active
owl stick nest is found, a species-specific buffer must be put into place while construction is occurring.
Outside of the above times, conduct a wildlife sweep to identify stick nests present on branches to be
pruned and nearby trees. These stick nests may be used annually by raptors or owls, and the City of
Edmonton should be consulted with prior to any work continuing.
5.2.5

Historical Resources

There are no known cultural or historical resources within the area of the Project. If accidental finds are
observed while working, the following will be implemented.
Stop work in the immediate area and inform the construction supervisor.
As per Section 31 of the Historical Resources Act, if an accidental find is made, it is to be reported to the
contacts identified within Standard Requirements under the Historical Resources Act: Reporting the
Discovery of Historic Resources (GOA, 2020).
5.3

Residual Impacts and Significance

5.3.1

Methods

Residual adverse impacts are those impacts that remain or are predicted to remain, after the
implementation of mitigation measures (CEAA, 2012). Where residual adverse impacts are predicted, the
project has the potential to cause significant adverse impacts. As well, if residual adverse impacts exist,
the project has the potential to contribute to cumulative impacts.
To identify the residual adverse effects associated with the Project, the predicted impacts, their direction
(positive or adverse), and the effectiveness of the recommended mitigation measures were considered. As
per the federal document entitled, Determining Whether a Designated Project is Likely to Cause Significant
Adverse Environmental Effects under Canadian Environmental Assessment Act 2012 (CEAA, 2012), if
residual impacts are identified, the significance of that impact is evaluated.
5.3.2

Residual Adverse Impacts Evaluation

No residual adverse impacts are expected to occur as a result of the Project. Table A below presents a
summary of the identified potential impact associated with the Project and a rationale for why the potential
impact is not considered residual.
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Table A: Predicted Residual Adverse Effects
Component

Predicted Effect

Rationale

Soil

Potential for soil loss

This impact is considered neutral as the predicted soil loss No
is occurring in areas that will remain non-vegetated
(proposed gravel walkways)

Potential alteration of
soil quality

Correct implementation of mitigation measures are
expected to fully eliminate this adverse effect.

No

Potential damage or
trampling to retained
vegetation in
surrounding area

Correct implementation of mitigation measures are
expected to fully eliminate this adverse effect.

No

Introduction of
non-native species

Correct implementation of weed control measures are
expected to fully eliminate this adverse effect.

No

Temporary sensory
disturbance during
construction

Sensory disturbance is expected to occur only during
construction and the Project is not expected to increase
the public usage in the Park in the future.

No

Potential damage or
destruction of nests

Correct implementation of mitigation measures are
expected to fully eliminate this adverse effect

No

Vegetation

Wildlife

5.4

Predicted
Residual
Adverse Impact

Cumulative Impacts

Cumulative impacts are adverse changes to the environment that are caused by an action in combination
with other past, present, and future human actions. This Cumulative Effects Assessment (CEA) follows the
guidelines set out by the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency (CEAA, 2018); therefore, only
environmental components that are predicted to have a residual adverse impact are assessed for
cumulative impacts.
As there are no residual adverse impacts predicted to occur as a result of the Project, no cumulative impacts
are expected.

6.0

ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING

A qualified environmental monitor should be retained prior to construction commencing in order to provide
training to the construction contractor regarding the above described environmental sensitivities and
mitigation measures to be implemented. The environmental monitor should conduct inspections throughout
the construction to evaluate if the mitigation measures are successful in reducing or eliminating the
identified impacts. If the environmental monitor identifies mitigation measures that are not being successful,
due to design, implementation or lack of maintenance, they are to inform the construction supervisor as
soon as possible in order for corrective action to be taken. The environmental monitor also should be on
site to supervise any pruning of trees and during any excavation work that is occurring adjacent to trees.

File Name: 200-3007-01 R01 Rev 1.docx

Environmental Impact Assessment | November 18, 2020
Trace Project No. 200-3007-01

14

The Project is expected to be part of the City of Edmontons Construction Completion Certificate (CCC)
and Final Acceptance Certificate (FAC) process. This process will include inspections of the seeded area
to determine if the grass is establishing successfully.

7.0

PUBLIC CONSULTATION

The City of Edmonton is leading the public consultation for the Project, which will be an online survey linked
to the Project webpage and distributed through the Insight Community (an online survey mailout list the
City of Edmonton maintains for public consultation on all topics). The survey is expected to reach city-wide
and not just nearby residents. The survey will be available to the public on November 30, 2020, for
approximately 2 weeks. It will be advertised using road-signs, on-site signage in the Park and mailout
postcards to nearby residents.

8.0

CONCLUSIONS AND SUPPORTING INFORMATION

The Project is recommended to be accepted as planned as the predicted environmental impacts are
anticipated to be controlled by the proposed mitigation measures. The Project is not anticipated to result in
residual adverse impacts or cumulative impacts. The proposed Park upgrades are proposed to occur on
the existing footprint, including existing roads, parking lots, and walkways. The proposed new walkways
are located on maintained grass areas, in locations where the public are currently using, and no trees or
native vegetation is expected to be removed to allow for the construction.

9.0

LIMITATIONS OF REPORT

This report is based solely on the conditions which existed on site at the time of the assessment. The client,
and any other parties using this report with the express written consent of the client and Trace,
acknowledges that conditions affecting the environmental assessment of the Site can vary with time and
that the conclusions and recommendations set out in this report are time sensitive.
The client, and any other party using this report with the express written consent of the client and Trace,
also acknowledges that the conclusions and recommendations set out in this report are based on limited
observations and testing on the Site and that conditions may vary across the Site which, in turn, could
affect the conclusions and recommendations made.
The client acknowledges that Trace is neither qualified to, nor is it making, any recommendations with
respect to the purchase, sale, investment, or development of the Site, the decisions on which are the sole
responsibility of the client.
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CLOSURE AND QUALITY MANAGEMENT

We trust this meets your requirements. Should you have any questions or comments, please contact
the undersigned.
Respectfully submitted,
Trace Associates Inc.

Prepared by:
Theresa M. Peters, B.Sc., P.Biol.
Vegetation Ecologist
587.896.3893
tpeters@traceassociates.ca

TP/so
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Principal Forester
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Appendix A
Trace Associates Inc.
Environmental Report General Conditions

Environmental Report – General Conditions

1.0

USE OF REPORT

This report pertains to a specific site, a specific development, and a specific scope of work. It is not applicable to any other
sites, nor should it be relied upon for types of development other than those to which it refers. Any variation from the site or
proposed development would necessitate a supplementary assessment.
This report and the assessments and recommendations contained in it are intended for the sole use of
Trace Associates Inc.’s (Trace’s) client. Trace does not accept any responsibility for the accuracy of any of the data, the
analysis, or the recommendations contained or referenced in the report when the report is used or relied upon by any party
other than Trace's client (hereunder referred to as the "Client") or an approved agent of the Client. Any unauthorized use of
or reliance on the report is at the sole risk of the user.
This report is subject to copyright and shall not be reproduced either wholly or in part without the prior, written permission of
Trace. The Client agrees that it shall use the report for its own internal purposes and it shall not provide the report to another
party other than an approved agent.
2.0

LIMITATION OF REPORT

This report is based solely on the conditions that existed on site at the time of Trace's investigation. The Client, and any other
parties using this report with the express written consent of the Client and Trace, acknowledge that conditions affecting the
environmental assessment of the site can vary with time and that the conclusions and recommendations set out in this report
are time sensitive.
The Client, and any other party using this report with the express written consent of the Client and Trace, also acknowledge
that the conclusions and recommendations set out in this report are based on limited observations and testing on the subject
site and that conditions may vary across the site which, in turn, could affect the conclusions and recommendations made.
The Client acknowledges that Trace is neither qualified to, nor is it making, any recommendations with respect to the purchase,
sale, investment or development of the site, the decisions on which are the sole responsibility of the Client.
3.0

INFORMATION PROVIDED TO TRACE BY OTHERS

During the performance of the work and the preparation of this report, Trace may have relied on information provided by
persons other than the Client. While Trace endeavours to verify the accuracy of such information when instructed to do so by
the Client, Trace accepts no responsibility for the accuracy or the reliability of such information that may affect the report.
4.0

LIMITATION OF LIABILITY

The Client recognizes that property containing contaminants and hazardous wastes creates a high risk of claims brought by
third parties arising from the presence of those materials. In consideration of these risks, and in consideration of Trace
providing the services requested, the Client agrees that Trace's liability shall be limited as follows:
1.

With respect to any claims brought against Trace by the Client for damages of any kind whatsoever, including without
limitation, incidental, consequential, exemplary or punitive, for any reason whatsoever arising out of the provision or failure
to provide services hereunder the amount of such claim and the extent of Trace's liability shall be limited to the amount
of fees paid by the Client to Trace under this Agreement.

2.

With respect to claims brought by third parties arising out of the presence of contaminants or hazardous wastes on the
subject site, the Client agrees to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Trace from and against any and all claim or claims,
action or actions, demands, damages, penalties, fines, losses, costs and expenses of every nature and kind whatsoever,
including solicitor-client costs, arising or alleged to arise either in whole or part out of services provided by Trace.

5.0

JOB SITE SAFETY

Trace is only responsible for the activities of its employees on the job site and is not responsible for the safety or supervision
of any other persons whatsoever. The presence of Trace personnel on the job site shall not be construed in any way to relieve
the Client or any other persons on site from their responsibility for job site safety.
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DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION BY CLIENT

The Client agrees to fully cooperate with Trace with respect to the provision of all available information on the past, present,
and proposed conditions on the site, including historical information respecting the use of the site. The Client acknowledges
that in order for Trace to properly provide the service, Trace requires and shall rely upon the full disclosure and accuracy of
any and all such information.
7.0

STANDARD OF CARE

Services performed by Trace for this report have been conducted in a manner consistent with the level of skill ordinarily
exercised by members of the profession currently practicing under similar conditions in the jurisdiction in which the services
are provided. Engineering and scientific judgment have been applied in developing the conclusions and/or recommendations
provided in this report. No warranty or guarantee, express or implied, is made concerning the test results, comments,
recommendations, or any other portion of this report.
8.0

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES

The Client undertakes to inform Trace of all hazardous conditions, or possible hazardous conditions that are known to it. The
Client recognizes that the activities of Trace may uncover previously unknown hazardous materials or conditions and that
such discovery may result in the necessity to undertake emergency procedures to protect Trace employees, other persons,
and the environment. These procedures may involve additional costs outside of any budgets previously agreed upon. The
Client agrees to pay Trace for any expenses incurred as a result of such discoveries and to compensate Trace through
payment of additional fees and expenses for time spent by Trace to deal with the consequences of such discoveries.
9.0

NOTIFICATION OF AUTHORITIES

The Client acknowledges that in certain instances the discovery of hazardous substances or conditions and materials may
require that regulatory agencies and other persons be informed and the Client agrees that notification to such bodies or
persons, as required, may be done by Trace in its reasonably exercised discretion.
10.0

OWNERSHIP OF INSTRUMENTS OF SERVICE

The Client acknowledges that all reports, plans, and data generated by Trace during the performance of the work and other
documents prepared by Trace are considered its professional work product and shall remain the copyright property of Trace.
11.0

ALTERNATE REPORT FORMAT

Where Trace submits both electronic file and hard copy versions of reports, drawings and other documents and deliverables
(collectively termed "Trace's instruments of professional service"), the Client agrees that only the signed and stamped versions
shall be considered final and legally binding. Trace shall keep the original electronic documents for record and working
purposes, and, in the event of a dispute or discrepancies, Trace’s electronic copy shall govern.
The Client agrees that both electronic file and hard copy versions of Trace's instruments of professional service shall not,
under any circumstances, no matter who owns or uses them, be altered by any party except Trace. The Client warrants that
Trace's instruments of professional service will be used only and exactly as submitted by Trace and for the purpose for which
such instruments of professional service were intended.
The Client recognizes and agrees that electronic files submitted by Trace have been prepared and submitted using specific
software and hardware systems. Trace makes no representation about the compatibility of these files with the Client's current
or future software and hardware systems.
12.0

GOVERNING LAW

The validity, construction and performance of this Agreement shall be governed by the laws in effect in the Province of Alberta.
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Aerial Photograph 1: 1949
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Aerial Photograph 2: 1962
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Aerial Photograph 3: 1967
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Aerial Photograph 4: 1980
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Aerial Photograph 5: 1987
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Aerial Photograph 6: 1991
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Aerial Photograph 7: July 8, 2004
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Aerial Photograph 8: September 14, 2008
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Aerial Photograph 9: August 30, 2012
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Aerial Photograph 10: February 9, 2013
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Aerial Photograph 11: April 20, 2015
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Aerial Photograph 12: September 29, 2015
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Aerial Photograph 13: April 1, 2016
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Ae6rial Photograph 14: August 25, 2017
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Aerial Photograph 15: May 2019
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Photo 1: Western portion of the Site. View facing southwest, looking at the proposed western pathway section
(October 9, 2020).

Photo 2: Western portion of the Site. View facing southwest, looking at the proposed western pathway section
(October 9, 2020).
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Photo 3: Western portion of the Site. View facing northwest, looking at the proposed western pathway section, where it joins
to the existing gravel pathway (October 9, 2020).

Photo 4: Eastern portion of the Site. View facing northwest, looking at the upper portion of the proposed eastern pathway
section (October 9, 2020).
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Photo 5: Eastern portion of the Site. View facing northwest, looking at the lower portion of the proposed eastern pathway
section (October 9, 2020).
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Appendix D
FWMIS and LAT Report

It is the applicant s responsibility to conduct a full review of the generated LAT Report, ensuring that you are aware
and have a full understanding of the identified standards and conditions, and any additional limitations that may also
be imposed by an approved higher level plan, reservation or notation or any other law or Order of the Province or the
Government of Canada that may impact the placement, construction or operation of the proposed disposition,
purpose and activity.
The applicant must assess if the proposed disposition, purpose and activity can meet the applicable
standards, conditions and any limitations which will subsequently determine if the application can be submitted to the
regulatory body. Applicants should complete a thorough review of regulatory and application processes including
supporting procedural documents and the generated LAT Reports prior to
making this determination.
Where the applicant chooses not to meet, or is not able to meet, one or more Approval Standards or higher level plans
within the generated LAT Report as submitted as part of the application, or any affected
reservations as identified within the land status report, the applicant is required to complete the appropriate
mitigation as part of their supplement submission that addresses individually each of the items not being met.
The information provided within the LAT Tool is a spatial representation of features provided to the applicant for
activity and land use planning. The accuracy of these layers varies depending on the resource
value being represented. The regulatory body insists that site visits, wildlife surveys and groundtruthing
efforts are completed to ensure that you, the applicant can meet the procedures detailed within the PreApplication Requirements for Formal Dispositions , the identified approval standards, operating conditions
and Best Management Practices as represented within the Master Schedule of Standards and Conditions .

Applicants will ensure that standards or conditions for Watercourse/Waterbody features as identified
within the generated LAT Report are followed. It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure the
identified setbacks and buffers are properly established through a pre-site assessment and maintained.

NOTE: Be aware that the submission of a LAT Report as part of an application submission does not imply
approval of the activity. The standards and conditions identified within the LAT Report may be subject to
change based on regulatory review.

Protected Areas

Historic Resources Application Required:
The proposed activity is in an area identified as having historic resource concerns; therefore, approval under the
Historic Resources Act is required prior to the initiation of any land surface disturbance activities. The applicant must
submit a Historic Resources Application through the Online Permitting and Clearance (OPaC) system
(www.opac.alberta.ca).

Appendix E
ACIMS Report

Appendix F
Historical Resource Act
Approval

Appendix G
IBI Group Drawing Set
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